
WAC 197-11-305  Categorical exemptions.  (1) If a proposal fits 
within any of the provisions in Part Nine of these rules, the proposal 
shall be categorically exempt from threshold determination require-
ments (WAC 197-11-720) except as follows:

(a) The proposal is not exempt under WAC 197-11-908, critical 
areas.

(b) The proposal is a segment of a proposal that includes:
(i) A series of actions, physically or functionally related to 

each other, some of which are categorically exempt and some of which 
are not; or

(ii) A series of exempt actions that are physically or function-
ally related to each other, and that together may have a probable sig-
nificant adverse environmental impact in the judgment of an agency 
with jurisdiction. If so, that agency shall be the lead agency, unless 
the agencies with jurisdiction agree that another agency should be the 
lead agency. Agencies may petition the department of ecology to re-
solve disputes (WAC 197-11-946).

For such proposals, the agency or applicant may proceed with the 
exempt aspects of the proposals, prior to conducting environmental re-
view, if the requirements of WAC 197-11-070 are met.

(2) An agency is not required to document that a proposal is cat-
egorically exempt. Agencies may note on an application that a proposal 
is categorically exempt or place such a determination in agency files.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.21C.110. WSR 95-07-023 (Order 94-22), § 
197-11-305, filed 3/6/95, effective 4/6/95; WSR 84-05-020 (Order DE 
83-39), § 197-11-305, filed 2/10/84, effective 4/4/84.]
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