
WAC 110-80-0050  What constitutes a "special needs"?  To be con-
sidered a child with special needs the following three statements must 
be true:

(1) One or more of the following factors or conditions must ex-
ist, the child is:

(a) Of a minority ethnic background and the child's ethnicity is 
creating a barrier to the child's adoption;

(b) Six years of age or older at the time of application for 
adoption support;

(c) A member of a sibling group of three or more or of a sibling 
group in which one or more siblings meets the definition of special 
needs, as defined in this section;

(d) Diagnosed with a physical, mental, developmental, cognitive 
or emotional disability; or

(e) At risk for a diagnosis of a physical, mental, developmental, 
cognitive or emotional disability due to prenatal exposure to toxins, 
a history of serious abuse or neglect, or genetic history.

(2) The state has determined that the child cannot or should not 
be returned to the home of the legal parent; and

(3) The department, other public or private non-profit child wel-
fare agency, or child placing agency that placed the child for adop-
tion has documented that except where it would be against the best in-
terests of the child, the placing agency made a reasonable but unsuc-
cessful effort to place the child for adoption without adoption sup-
port.
[WSR 18-14-078, recodified as § 110-80-0050, filed 6/29/18, effective 
7/1/18. Statutory Authority: 42 U.S.C. § 671-675, RCW 26.33.340, 
74.13A.020, 74.13A.030, 74.13A.040, 74.13A.045, 74.13A.047, 
74.13A.060, 74.13A.075, 74.13A.085, 74.13A.100, 74.15.020 and 45 
C.F.R. § 1356.40. WSR 18-14-008, § 388-27-0140, filed 6/21/18, effec-
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388-27-0140, filed 3/30/01, effective 4/30/01.]
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