
RCW 89.08.070  General duties of commission.  In addition to the 
duties and powers hereinafter conferred upon the commission, it shall 
have the following duties and powers:

(1) To offer such assistance as may be appropriate to the 
supervisors of conservation districts organized under the provisions 
of chapter 184, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess., in the carrying out of any 
of their powers and programs:

(a) To assist and guide districts in the preparation and carrying 
out of programs for resource conservation authorized under chapter 
184, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess.;

(b) To review district programs;
(c) To coordinate the programs of the several districts and 

resolve any conflicts in such programs;
(d) To facilitate, promote, assist, harmonize, coordinate, and 

guide the resource conservation programs and activities of districts 
as they relate to other special purpose districts, counties, and other 
public agencies.

(2) To keep the supervisors of each of the several conservation 
districts organized under the provisions of chapter 184, Laws of 1973 
1st ex. sess. informed of the activities and experience of all other 
districts organized hereunder, and to facilitate an interchange of 
advice and experience between such districts and cooperation between 
them.

(3) To review agreements, or forms of agreements, proposed to be 
entered into by districts with other districts or with any state, 
federal, interstate, or other public or private agency, organization, 
or individual, and advise the districts concerning such agreements or 
forms of agreements.

(4) To secure the cooperation and assistance of the United States 
and any of its agencies, and of agencies of this state in the work of 
such districts.

(5) To recommend the inclusion in annual and longer term budgets 
and appropriation legislation of the state of Washington of funds 
necessary for appropriation by the legislature to finance the 
activities of the commission and the conservation districts; to 
administer the provisions of any law hereinafter enacted by the 
legislature appropriating funds for expenditure in connection with the 
activities of conservation districts; to distribute to conservation 
districts funds, equipment, supplies and services received by the 
commission for that purpose from any source, subject to such 
conditions as shall be made applicable thereto in any state or federal 
statute or local ordinance making available such funds, property or 
services; to adopt rules establishing guidelines and suitable controls 
to govern the use by conservation districts of such funds, property 
and services; and to review all budgets, administrative procedures and 
operations of such districts and advise the districts concerning their 
conformance with applicable laws and rules.

(6) To encourage the cooperation and collaboration of state, 
federal, regional, interstate and local public and private agencies 
with the conservation districts, and facilitate arrangements under 
which the conservation districts may serve county governing bodies and 
other agencies as their local operating agencies in the administration 
of any activity concerned with the conservation of renewable natural 
resources.

(7) To disseminate information throughout the state concerning 
the activities and programs of the conservation districts organized 
hereunder, and to encourage the formation of such districts in areas 
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where their organization is desirable; to make available information 
concerning the needs and the work of the conservation district and the 
commission to the governor, the legislature, executive agencies of the 
government of this state, political subdivisions of this state, 
cooperating federal agencies, and the general public.

(8) Pursuant to procedures developed mutually by the commission 
and other state and local agencies that are authorized to plan or 
administer activities significantly affecting the conservation of 
renewable natural resources, to receive from such agencies for review 
and comment suitable descriptions of their plans, programs and 
activities for purposes of coordination with district conservation 
programs; to arrange for and participate in conferences necessary to 
avoid conflict among such plans and programs, to call attention to 
omissions, and to avoid duplication of effort.

(9) To compile information and make studies, summaries and 
analysis of district programs in relation to each other and to other 
resource conservation programs on a statewide basis.

(10) To assist conservation districts in obtaining legal services 
from state and local legal officers.

(11) To require annual reports from conservation districts, the 
form and content of which shall be developed by the commission.

(12) To establish by rule, with the assistance and advice of the 
state auditor's office, adequate and reasonably uniform accounting and 
auditing procedures which shall be used by conservation districts.

(13) To seek and accept grants from any source, public or 
private, to fulfill the purposes of the agency. The commission may 
also accept gifts or endowments that are made from time to time, in 
trust or otherwise, including real and personal property, for the use 
and benefit consistent with the purposes of this chapter.

(14) To conduct conferences, seminars, and training sessions 
consistent with the purposes of this chapter, and may accept grants, 
gifts, and contributions, and may contract for services, to accomplish 
these activities. The commission may recover costs for these 
activities, whether the activity is sponsored or cosponsored by the 
commission, at a rate determined by the commission. The commission may 
provide reimbursement to participants in these activities and other 
commission sponsored meetings and events, as appropriate and approved 
by the commission, consistent with applicable statutes. The commission 
may provide meals for participants in working meetings.

(15) To adopt rules to implement this section as it deems 
appropriate.  [2009 c 55 s 3; 1973 1st ex.s. c 184 s 8; 1961 c 240 s 
6; 1955 c 304 s 7. Prior: 1949 c 106 s 1, part; 1939 c 187 s 4, part; 
Rem. Supp. 1949 s 10726-4, part.]
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