
RCW 88.16.155  Vessel master to make certification before 
pilotage service offered—Procedure upon refusal—Rules—Penalties—
Exception.  (1) The master of any vessel which employs a Washington 
licensed pilot shall certify on a form prescribed by the board of 
pilotage commissioners that the vessel complies with:

(a) Such provisions of the United States coast guard regulations 
governing the safety and navigation of vessels in United States 
waters, as codified in Title 33 of the Code of Federal Regulations, as 
the board may prescribe; and

(b) The provisions of current international agreements governing 
the safety, radio equipment, and pollution of vessels and other 
matters as ratified by the United States Senate and prescribed by the 
board.

(2) The master of any vessel which employs a Washington licensed 
pilot shall be prepared to produce, and any Washington licensed pilot 
employed by a vessel shall request to see, certificates of the vessel 
which certify and indicate that the vessel complies with subsection 
(1) of this section and the rules of the board promulgated pursuant to 
subsection (1) of this section.

(3) If the master of a vessel which employs a Washington licensed 
pilot cannot certify that the vessel complies with subsection (1) of 
this section and the rules of the board adopted pursuant to subsection 
(1) of this section, the master shall certify that:

(a) The vessel will comply with subsection (1) of this section 
before the time the vessel is scheduled to leave the waters of 
Washington state; and

(b) The coast guard captain of the port was notified of the 
noncomplying items when they were determined; and

(c) The coast guard captain of the port has authorized the vessel 
to proceed under such conditions as prescribed by the coast guard 
pursuant to its authority under federal statutes and regulations.

(4) After the board has prescribed the form required under 
subsection (1) of this section, no Washington licensed pilot shall 
offer pilotage services to any vessel on which the master has failed 
to make a certification required by this section. If the master fails 
to make a certification the pilot shall:

(a) Disembark from the vessel as soon as safely practicable; and
(b) Immediately inform the coast guard captain of the port of the 

conditions and circumstances by the best possible means; and
(c) Forward a written report to the board no later than twenty-

four hours after disembarking from the vessel.
(5) Any Washington licensed pilot who offers pilotage services to 

a vessel on which the master has failed to make a certification 
required by this section or the rules of the board adopted under this 
section shall be subject to RCW 88.16.150, as now or hereafter 
amended, and RCW 88.16.100, as now or hereafter amended.

(6) The board shall revise the requirements enumerated in this 
section as necessary to reflect changes in coast guard regulations, 
federal statutes, and international agreements. All actions of the 
board under this section shall comply with chapters 34.05 and 42.30 
RCW. The board shall prescribe the time of and method for retention of 
forms which have been signed by the master of a vessel in accordance 
with the provisions of this section.

(7) This section shall not apply to the movement of dead ships. 
The board shall prescribe pursuant to chapter 34.05 RCW, after 
consultation with the coast guard and interested persons, for the 
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movement of dead ships and the certification process thereon.  [2008 c 
128 s 13; 1977 ex.s. c 337 s 11.]

Severability—1977 ex.s. c 337: See note following RCW 88.16.005.
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