
RCW 71.24.598  Drug overdose response team.  (1) The department, 
in coordination with the authority, must develop a strategy to rapidly 
deploy a response team to a local community identified as having a 
high number of fentanyl-related or other drug overdoses by the local 
emergency management system, hospital emergency department, local 
health jurisdiction, law enforcement agency, or surveillance data. The 
response team must provide technical assistance and other support to 
the local health jurisdiction, health care clinics, hospital emergency 
departments, substance use disorder treatment providers, and other 
community-based organizations, and are expected to increase the local 
capacity to provide medication-assisted treatment and overdose 
education.

(2) The department and the authority must reduce barriers and 
promote medication treatment therapies for opioid use disorder in 
emergency departments and same-day referrals to opioid treatment 
programs, substance use disorder treatment facilities, and community-
based medication treatment prescribers for individuals experiencing an 
overdose.  [2019 c 314 s 33.]

Declaration—2019 c 314: See note following RCW 18.22.810.
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