
RCW 50.04.020  Base year—Alternative base year.  "Base year" 
with respect to each individual, shall mean either the first four of 
the last five completed calendar quarters or the last four completed 
calendar quarters immediately preceding the first day of the 
individual's benefit year.

For the purposes of establishing a benefit year, the department 
shall initially use the first four of the last five completed calendar 
quarters as the base year. If a benefit year is not established using 
the first four of the last five calendar quarters as the base year, 
the department shall use the last four completed calendar quarters as 
the base year.

Computations using the last four completed calendar quarters 
shall be based on available wage items processed as of the close of 
business on the day preceding the date of application.  The department 
shall promptly contact employers to request assistance in obtaining 
wage information for the last completed calendar quarter if it has not 
been reported at the time of initial application.  [1994 c 3 s 1; 1987 
c 278 s 1; 1970 ex.s. c 2 s 1; 1945 c 35 s 3; Rem. Supp. 1945 s 
9998-142. Prior: 1943 c 127 s 13; 1939 c 214 s 19; 1937 c 162 s 19.]

Conflict with federal requirements—1994 c 3: "If any part of 
this act is found to be in conflict with federal requirements that are 
a prescribed condition to the allocation of federal funds to the state 
or the eligibility of employers in this state for federal unemployment 
tax credits, the conflicting part of this act is hereby declared to be 
inoperative solely to the extent of the conflict, and such finding or 
determination shall not affect the operation of the remainder of this 
act. The rules under this act shall meet federal requirements that are 
a necessary condition to the receipt of federal funds by the state or 
the granting of federal unemployment tax credits to employers in this 
state." [1994 c 3 s 4.]

Severability—1994 c 3: "If any provision of this act or its 
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the 
remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other 
persons or circumstances is not affected." [1994 c 3 s 5.]

Effective dates—1994 c 3: "(1) Section 1 of this act is 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, 
or safety, or support of the state government and its existing public 
institutions, and shall take effect April 3, 1994.

(2) Section 2 of this act is necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the 
state government and its existing public institutions, and shall take 
effect April 1, 1994.

(3) Section 3 of this act is necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the 
state government and its existing public institutions, and shall take 
effect immediately [February 26, 1994]." [1994 c 3 s 6.]

Effective date—1970 ex.s. c 2: "This act is necessary for the 
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, the 
support of the state government and its existing public institutions, 
and shall take effect April 5, 1970: PROVIDED, That sections 3 and 8 
of this 1970 amendatory act shall not take effect until January 1, 
1971." [1970 ex.s. c 2 s 25.]
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