
RCW 4.48.020  Reference without consent.  Where the parties do 
not consent, the court may upon the application of either party, 
direct a reference in all cases formerly cognizable in chancery in 
which reference might be made:

(1) When the trial of an issue of fact shall require the 
examination of a long account on either side, in which case the 
referees may be directed to hear and decide the whole issue, or to 
report upon any specific question of fact involved therein; or,

(2) When the taking of an account shall be necessary for the 
information of the court, before judgment upon an issue of law, or for 
carrying a judgment or order into effect; or,

(3) When a question of fact other than upon the pleadings shall 
arise, upon motion or otherwise, in any stage of the action; or,

(4) When it is necessary for the information of the court in a 
special proceeding.  [1984 c 258 s 513; Code 1881 s 249; 1877 p 51 s 
253; 1869 p 61 s 253; 1854 p 168 s 207; RRS s 370.]
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