
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5310

As of February 1, 2025

Title:  An act relating to child care subsidy rates.

Brief Description:  Concerning child care subsidy rates.

Sponsors:  Senators Braun, Boehnke and Christian.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Ways & Means: 2/03/25.

Brief Summary of Bill

Modifies child care subsidy base rates to be the lesser of the 75th 
percentile of market or a provider's rate for children not eligible for state 
subsidy.

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS & MEANS

Staff: Josh Hinman (786-7281)

Background:  Working Connections Child Care Eligibility.  The Working Connections 
Child Care (WCCC) Program is a federally- and state-funded program that provides child 
care subsidies to families, and is administered by the Department of Children, Youth, and 
Families (DCYF).  Families may be eligible for child care subsidies if they have a 
household income at or below 60 percent of the state median income (SMI).  Employees of 
licensed child care providers may be eligible if they have household income at or below 85 
percent SMI. 
  
To be eligible for WCCC, the parent or guardian must meet certain eligibility requirements 
including being employed, self-employed, or in approved work or education activities. 
 Eligible families must make a copayment to the child care provider based on the family's 
countable income, which are established in state law.  Copayments range from $0 to $215 
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per month.
 
Working Connections Child Care Subsidy Rates.  Child care subsidy base rates must 
achieve the 85th percentile of market for licensed or certified child care providers. 

Summary of Bill:  Working Connections Child Care Subsidy Rates.  Beginning July 1, 
2025, DCYF must pay the lesser of the following to a licensed or certified child care center, 
family home provider, and outdoor nature-based child care provider receiving state subsidy 
payments:

the child care provider's rate for a child from a family not eligible for state subsidy 
payments; or

•

the child care subsidy base rate that achieves the 75th percentile of market for 
licensed or certified child care providers.

•

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  The bill contains an emergency clause and takes effect on July 1, 2025.

SB 5310- 2 -Senate Bill Report


