
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5013

As of February 3, 2025

Title:  An act relating to establishing a department of transportation map for the placement of 
campaign signage.

Brief Description:  Establishing a department of transportation map for the placement of 
campaign signage.

Sponsors:  Senators Wilson, J., Valdez, Nobles and Wellman.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Transportation: 2/06/25.

Brief Summary of Bill

Requires the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) 
to develop, maintain and prominently place on its public website a map 
that indicates all locations where temporary political campaign signs are 
permitted along state highway right-of-way.

•

Prohibits WSDOT from removing any sign unless the map indicates that 
the sign is placed in a prohibited area.

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Staff: Daniel Masterson (786-7454)

Background:  Only official traffic control signs may be placed in the state highway right-
of-way. All other signs, including campaign signs, are prohibited and may be removed by 
Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) maintenance crews.
 
Temporary political signs are allowed on private property with no fee or permit 
requirement. For a campaign sign to be legally posted such that it is visible from a state 
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highway, the property owner must give consent, and the signs must comply with state and 
local requirements.
 
WSDOT advises that utility poles are typically located inside and near the edge of right-of-
way and that fence lines are often at the edge of right-of-way, to separate the right-of-way 
from private property. If a campaign sign is located between a utility pole and the paved 
edge of the roadway or on the highway side of a parallel fence line, it will most likely be 
removed.

Summary of Bill:  WSDOT must develop and maintain a publicly available map that 
indicates all locations where temporary political campaign signs are permitted to be placed 
along any main-traveled way of the interstate system, primary system, or scenic system 
across the state. The map must include:

all department-owned or managed land;•
all locations where signs are prohibited because of a state highway right-of-way;•
any adjoining private or public land where signs are not prohibited due to proximity 
to an interstate system, primary system, scenic system, or state highway right-of-way; 
and

•

any department-owned or managed land where signs are permitted.•
 
The map must be available on WSDOT's website and prominently placed for public access.
 
WSDOT may not remove any sign unless the map indicates that the sign is placed in a 
prohibited area.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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