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ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL 5112

State of Washington 68th Legislature 2023 Regular Session

By Senate Transportation (originally sponsored by Senators Hunt,
Hasegawa, Kuderer, Valdez, C. Wilson, and J. Wilson; by request of
Secretary of State)

READ FIRST TIME 02/06/23.

AN ACT Relating to updating ©processes related to wvoter
registration; amending RCW 29A.08.010, 29A.08.030, 29A.08.110,
29A.08.125, 29A.08.210, 29A.08.220, 29A.08.260, 29A.08.270,
29A.08.330, 29A.08.340, 29A.08.350, 29A.08.355, 29A.08.357,
29A.08.359, 29A.08.362, 29A.08.365, 29A.08.370, 46.20.153, 46.20.155,
46.20.156, 46.20.205, 29A.08.625, 29A.08.630, 29A.08.635, 29A.08.710,
29A.08.810, 29A.08.820, 29A.08.835, 29A.08.840, 29A.04.611,
29A.84.110, 29A.04.058, and 29A.08.115; reenacting and amending RCW
29A.08.320; adding a new section to chapter 29A.08 RCW; repealing RCW
29A.08.375; and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 29A.08
RCW to read as follows:

A person applying for government services which require proof of
citizenship as part of that application may receive automatic voter
registration services by providing the following information:

1) Name;

2) Residential address;

3) Date of birth;

4) A signature attesting to the truth of the information

(
(
(
(

provided on the application;
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(5) An address where the person receives mail, if different from
the residence address; and
(6) Presentation of documentation as part of another government

transaction confirming the individual is a United States citizen.

Sec. 2. RCW 29A.08.010 and 2019 ¢ 6 s 1 are each amended to read
as follows:

(1) The minimum required information provided on a voter
registration application ((Ehat—Fs—reguired)) 1in order to place a
voter registration applicant on the voter —registration «rolls
includes:

(a) Name;

(b) Residential address;

(c) Date of birth;

(d) A signature attesting to the truth of the information
provided on the application; ((ard))

(e) An address where the person receives mail, if different from

the residence address; and

(f) Affirmation of citizenship which confirms the individual is a

United States citizen, in one of the following forms:

(i) A check or indication in the box on a voter registration form
confirming ( (the—dndivicduvat—dGs—aPnaited—States—eitizern)) citizenship;

or

(1i) Presentation of documents as part of another government

transaction confirming citizenship.

(2) The residential address provided must identify the actual
physical residence of the wvoter in Washington, as defined in RCW
29A.04.151, with detail sufficient to allow the voter to be assigned
to the proper precinct and to locate the voter to confirm his or her
residence for purposes of verifying qualification to vote under
Article VI, section 1 of the state Constitution. A residential
address may be either a traditional address or a nontraditional
address.

(a) A traditional address consists of a street number and name,
optional apartment number or unit number, and city or town, as
assigned by a local government, which serves to identify the parcel
or building of residence and the unit if a multiunit residence.

(b) A nontraditional address consists of a narrative description
of the location of the voter's residence, and may be used when a

traditional address has not been assigned or affixed to the voter's
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residence or when a voter resides on an Indian reservation or Indian
lands, pursuant to the conditions in RCW 29A.08.112.

(3) All other information supplied is ancillary and not to be
used as grounds for not registering an applicant to vote.

(4) Modification of the language of the official Washington state
voter registration form by the voter will not be accepted and will

cause the rejection of the registrant's application.

Sec. 3. RCW 29A.08.030 and 2009 c¢ 369 s 7 are each amended to
read as follows:

The definitions set forth in this section apply throughout this
chapter, unless the context clearly requires otherwise.

(1) "Verification notice" means a notice sent by the county
auditor or secretary of state to a voter registration applicant and
is used to verify or collect information about the applicant in order
to complete the registration. The wverification notice must be
designed to include a postage prepaid, preaddressed return form by
which the applicant may verify or send information.

(2) "Acknowledgment notice" means a notice sent by nonforwardable
mail by the county auditor or secretary of state to a registered

voter to acknowledge a voter registration transaction or an automatic

voter registration transaction, which can include initial
registration, ( (Eransfer)) residential address change, or
reactivation of an inactive registration, identifying the

registrant's precinct and containing such other information as may be

required by the secretary of state. An acknowledgment notice may be a

voter registration card.

(3) "Automatic voter registration acknowledgment notice package"

means a package of information sent by nonforwardable mail by the

county auditor, to a registered voter who utilized the automatic

voter registration process at the department of licensing, to

acknowledge a voter registration transaction, which can include

initial registration, residential address change, or reactivation of

an inactive registration. The package must include:

(a) A postage prepaid, preaddressed return form by which the

individual may decline to Dbe registered to vote or decline the

update;
(b) A statement explaining that the person has become registered

to vote or signed up to register to vote, as appropriate, setting

forth the gualifications to vote, stating that if the individual does
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not meet the gualifications to vote, the person shall return the

notice and affirmatively decline in writing to register to vote, and

that if the person wishes to cancel the voter registration at any

time, that the person may contact their county auditor to do so;

(c) Instructions regarding how an individual can obtain more

information about the notice and assistance in the individual's

preferred language, including languages as set forth in RCW
29A.08.270;

(d) An acknowledgment notice; and

(e) Other information required by the secretary of state.

4) "Identification notice" means a notice sent to a
provisionally registered voter to confirm the applicant's identity.

((4r)) J(5) "Confirmation notice" means a notice sent to a
registered voter by first-class forwardable mail at the address
indicated on the voter's permanent registration record and to any
other address at which the county auditor or secretary of state could
reasonably expect mail to be received by the voter in order to
confirm the voter's residence address. The confirmation notice must
be designed to include a postage prepaid, preaddressed return form by

which the registrant may verify the address information.

Sec. 4. RCW 29A.08.110 and 2020 c¢ 208 s 14 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) For persons registering under RCW 29A.08.120, 29A.08.123,
29A.08.170, 29A.08.330, 29A.08.340, 29A.08.362, and 29A.08.365, an
application is considered complete only if it contains the
information required by RCW 29A.08.010. The applicant is considered
to be registered to vote as of:

(a) The original date of receipt;

(b) When the person will be at least eighteen years old by the
next election; ((ex))

(c) When the person will be at least seventeen years old by the
next primary election or presidential primary election and eighteen
years old by the general election, whichever is applicable; or

(d) For voters wutilizing automatic voter registration under

section 1 of this act at the department of licensing, the date of the

original transaction, 1f the voter has not declined registration,

unless the agency transaction occurred after the deadline to register
to vote under RCW 29A.08.140(1) (a), in which case the applicant is

considered to be registered to vote as of the day after the election.
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(2) As soon as practicable, the auditor shall record the
appropriate precinct identification, taxing district identification,
and date of registration on the wvoter's record in the state voter
registration 1list. The secretary of state shall, pursuant to RCW
29A.04.611, establish procedures to enable new or updated voter
registrations to be recorded on an expedited basis. Any mailing
address provided shall be used only for mail delivery purposes, and
not for precinct assignment or residency purposes. ( (Within—sisty))

(3) The voter must be sent an acknowledgment notice using first-

class nonforwardable mail:

(a) For voters utilizing automatic voter registration services at

the department of licensing, within five business days after the

receipt of an application or residential address change, or, if the

application or residential address change 1is received after the

deadline to register to vote or update a voter registration under RCW
29A.08.140 (1) (a) or (2)(a) (i), within five business days after the

election, the auditor shall send an automatic voter registration

acknowledgment notice package as reguired by RCW 29A.08.030.

(b) For all other voters, within 60 days after the receipt of an

application or ((tramsfer)) residential address change, the auditor

shall send ((tre—the—appticant;—by first—eclass—neonforwardabte—saits))
an acknowledgment notice ( (idemrtifying—the—registrant's—preeinct—and

aeiteor—any —eard—which—is—rnot—detiverablte)) as required by RCW
29A.08.030.

((¥)) (4) If an application is not complete, the auditor shall

promptly mail a verification notice to the applicant. The

verification notice shall require the applicant to provide the
missing information. If the applicant provides the required
information within forty-five days, the applicant shall be registered
to vote as of the original date of application. The applicant shall
not be placed on the official 1list of registered voters until the
application is complete.

((#4¥)) (5) Once a future voter is no longer in pending status,
as described in RCW 29A.08.615, his or her application to sign up to

register to vote is no longer pending and is subject to this section.
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Sec. 5. RCW 29A.08.125 and 2018 ¢ 109 s 7 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) The office of the secretary of state shall maintain a
statewide voter registration database. This database must be a
centralized, uniform, interactive computerized statewide voter
registration list that contains the name and registration information
of every registered voter in the state.

(2) The statewide 1list is the official list of registered voters
for the conduct of all elections.

(3) The statewide 1list must include, but is not limited to, the
name, date of birth, residence address, signature, gender, and date
of registration of every legally registered voter in the state.

(4) A unique identifier must be assigned to each registered voter
in the state.

(5) The database must be coordinated with other government
databases within the state including, but not limited to, the

department of corrections, the department of licensing, the

department of health, ((the—administrative—office—of+the——ecourtssy))
and county auditors. The database may also be coordinated with the
databases of election officials in other states.

(6) Authorized employees of the secretary of state and each
county auditor must have immediate electronic access to the
information maintained in the database.

(7) Voter registration information received by each county
auditor must be electronically entered into the database. The office
of the secretary of state must provide support, as needed, to enable
each county auditor to enter and maintain voter —registration
information in the state database.

(8) The secretary of state has data authority over all voter
registration data.

(9) The voter registration database must be designed to
accomplish at a minimum, the following:

(a) Comply with the help America vote act of 2002 (P.L. 107-252);

(b) Identify duplicate voter registrations;

(c) Identify suspected duplicate voters;

(d) Screen against any available databases maintained by other
government agencies to identify voters who are ineligible to wvote due

to serving a sentence of total confinement as the result of a felony

conviction, lack of <citizenship, or a court finding of mental

incompetence;
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(e) Provide 1images of voters' signatures for the purpose of
checking signatures on initiative and referendum petitions;

(f) Provide for a comparison between the wvoter registration
database and the department of licensing change of address database;

(9) Provide access for —county auditors that includes the
capability to update registrations and search for duplicate
registrations;

(h) Provide for the cancellation of registrations of voters who
have moved out of state; and

(i) Provide for the storage of pending registration records for
all future voters who have not yet reached eighteen years of age in a
manner that these records will not appear on the official 1list of
registered voters until the future registrant is no longer in pending
status as defined under RCW 29A.08.615.

(10) The secretary of state may, upon agreement with other
appropriate Jjurisdictions, screen against any available databases
maintained by election officials 1in other states and databases
maintained by federal agencies including, but not limited to, the
federal bureau of investigation, the federal court system, the
federal bureau of prisons, and the Dbureau of citizenship and
immigration services.

(11) The database shall retain information regarding previous
successful appeals of proposed cancellations of registrations in
order to avoid repeated cancellations for the same reason.

(12) Each county auditor shall maintain a list of all registered
voters within the county that are contained on the official statewide
voter registration list. In addition to the information maintained in
the statewide database, the county database must also maintain the
applicable taxing district and precinct codes for each voter in the
county, and a list of elections in which the individual voted.

(13) Each county auditor shall allow electronic access and
information transfer between the county's voter registration system

and the official statewide voter registration list.

Sec. 6. RCW 29A.08.210 and 2020 ¢ 208 s 3 are each amended to
read as follows:

An applicant for voter registration shall complete an application

providing the following information concerning ((kis—er—her)) the

applicant's qualifications as a voter in this state:
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(l) (('Tl'ln. E S NE S WA N A P NI £ + 1 ENEC N B I
T W/ s i o [SAVAW 5 iy wrere) O CcI oM T Tt

+2%)) The applicant's full name;

((3r)) (2) The applicant's date of birth;

((#+4¥)) (3) The address of the applicant's residence for voting
purposes;

((#5¥)) (4) The mailing address of the applicant if that address
is not the same as the address in subsection ((#4))) (3) of this
section;

((#6)r)) (5) The ((sex)) gender of the applicant;

(6) The former address of the applicant if previously registered

to vote;
(7) The applicant's Washington state driver's license number,

Washington state identification card number, or the last four digits

of the applicant's social security number if ( (& or—she)) the
applicant does not have a Washington state driver's license or

Washington state identification card;

(8) A check box allowing the applicant to indicate ((Ehaet—he——o=*
she—is—a—member—of)) membership in the armed forces, national guard,
or reserves, or ((Ehat—heeor she3san)) overseas voter status;

(9)
er—she—is ot Jteast sixteen—years—olds

+3+6))) Clear and conspicuous language, designed to draw the

applicant's attention, stating that:

(a) The applicant must be a United States citizen in order to
register to vote; and

(b) The applicant may register to vote if the applicant is at
least sixteen vyears old and may vote 1f the applicant will be at
least eighteen years old by the next general election, or is at least
eighteen years old for special elections;

((+++-)) (10) A check box and declaration confirming that the
applicant is a citizen of the United States;

((+2>)) (11) The following warning:

"If vyou knowingly provide false information on this voter
registration form or knowingly make a false declaration about your
qualifications for voter registration you will have committed a class
C felony that is punishable by imprisonment for up to five years, a
fine of up to ten thousand dollars, or both."

((+3>)) (12) The oath required by RCW 29A.08.230 and a space for

the applicant's signature; and
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((+4>r)) (13) Any other information that the secretary of state
determines is necessary to establish the identity of the applicant
and prevent duplicate or fraudulent voter registrations.

This information shall be recorded on a single registration form

to be prescribed by the secretary of state.

Sec. 7. RCW 29A.08.220 and 2013 ¢ 11 s 13 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) The secretary of state shall specify by rule the format of
all voter registration applications. These applications shall be
compatible with existing voter registration records. An applicant for
voter registration shall be required to complete only one application
and to provide the required information other than ((kis—er—her)) the

applicant's signature no more than one time. These applications shall
also contain ((imfermatien)) instructions for the wvoter to use the

form to update ((BRis—er—her)) 1information related to the voter's

voter registration.

(2) Any application format specified by the secretary for use in
registering to vote in state and local elections shall satisfy the
requirements of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (P.L.
103-31) and the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (P.L. 107-252) for

registering to vote in federal elections.

Sec. 8. RCW 29A.08.260 and 2013 ¢ 11 s 15 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) All registration applications required under RCW 29A.08.210
and 29A.08.340 shall be produced and furnished by the secretary of
state to the county auditors and the department of licensing.

(2) The county auditor shall distribute forms by which a person
may register to vote by mail and ((tramsfer)) update the address for

any previous registration in this state. The county auditor shall

keep a supply of voter registration forms in ((Ris—er—her)) the
auditor's office at all times for ((petitical—Pparties—and—others))
people and organizations interested in assisting in voter

registration, and shall make every effort to make these forms
generally available to the public. The county auditor shall provide
voter registration forms to city and town clerks, state offices,
schools, fire stations, public 1libraries, and any other locations
considered appropriate by the auditor or secretary of state for

extending registration opportunities to all areas of the county.
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After the initial distribution of voter registration forms to a given
location, a representative designated by the official in charge of
that location shall notify the county auditor of the need for

additional voter registration supplies.

Sec. 9. RCW 29A.08.270 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 139 are each amended to
read as follows:

In order to encourage the broadest possible voting participation
by all eligible citizens, the secretary of state shall produce voter
registration information in the ( (foreten)) various languages

required of state agencies.

Sec. 10. RCW 29A.08.320 and 2004 ¢ 267 s 119 and 2004 c 266 s 7
are each reenacted and amended to read as follows:

For persons not performing an automatic voter registration

transaction subject to section 1 of this act:

(1) A person may register to vote or ((tramsfer)) update their

residential address information for a voter registration when ((Re—e®r
she—appties)) applying for service or assistance and with each
renewal, recertification, or change of address at agencies designated
under RCW 29A.08.310.

(2) A prospective applicant shall initially be offered a form

approved by the secretary of state designed to determine whether the
person wishes to register to vote. The form must comply with all
applicable state and federal statutes regarding content.

The form shall also contain a box that may be checked by the

applicant to ((imdieate—that—he—or——she)) decline((s)) to register at

the time of the transaction.

If the person indicates an interest in registering or has made no
indication as to a desire to register or not register to wvote, the
person shall be given a mail-in voter registration application or a

prescribed agency application as provided by RCW 29A.08.330.

Sec. 11. RCW 29A.08.330 and 2020 ¢ 208 s 5 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) The secretary of state shall prescribe the method of voter
registration for each designated agency. The agency shall use either
the state voter registration by mail form with a separate declination
form for the applicant to ((indieate—+that—he—or——=she)) decline((s)) to
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register at this time, or the agency may use a separate form or
process approved for use by the secretary of state.
(2) The person providing service at the agency shall offer voter

registration services to every client ((wherever—he—-or——she—applties))

at the time of application for service or assistance and with each

renewal, recertification, or change of address. The person providing
service shall give the applicant the same level of assistance with
the voter registration application as 1s offered to fill out the
agency's forms and documents, including information about age and
citizenship requirements for voter registration.

(3)(a) The person providing service at the agency shall determine

if the prospective applicant wants to register to vote or update

((his—er—he¥r)) the applicant's voter registration by asking the

following question of all applicants age 16 or older:

"Do you want to register or sign up to vote or update your voter

registration?"

(b) If the applicant chooses to register, sign up, or update a

registration, the service agent shall ask the following:

((#=)r)) "Are you a United States citizen?"
(( " 4 ."))

If the applicant answers in the affirmative to ((ketk)) the
question((s)), the agent shall then provide the applicant with a
voter registration form and instructions and shall record that the
applicant has requested to sign up to vote, register to vote, or
update a voter registration. If the applicant answers in the negative
to ((etther)) the question, the agent shall not provide the applicant
with a voter registration application.

(4) If an agency uses a computerized application process, it may,
in consultation with the secretary of state, develop methods to
capture simultaneously the information required for voter
registration during a person's computerized application process.

(5) Each designated agency shall transmit the applications to the
secretary of state or appropriate county auditor within three
business days and must be received by the election official by the
required voter registration deadline.

(6) Information that is otherwise disclosable under this chapter

cannot be disclosed on the future voter until the person reaches
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eighteen vyears of age, except for the purpose of processing and

delivering ballots.

Sec. 12. RCW 29A.08.340 and 2013 ¢ 11 s 17 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) A person not performing an automatic wvoter registration

transaction under section 1 of this act may register to vote or

update ((Bis—er—her)) tLthe person's existing voter registration when

( (re—er——she—applties—Ffeor—or—Ferews)) applying for or renewing a

driver's license or identification card under chapter 46.20 RCW.

(2) To register to vote or update a registration, the applicant
shall provide the information required by RCW 29A.08.010.

(3) The driver licensing agent shall record that the applicant

has requested to register to vote or update a voter registration.

Sec. 13. RCW 29A.08.350 and 2018 c 110 s 106 are each amended to
read as follows:

The department of licensing shall produce and transmit to the
secretary of state the following information from the records of each
individual who requested ((&)) Lto register to wvote or update the
individual's existing voter registration ((er—uwpdate)) at a driver's

license facility: The name, address, date of birth, any gender ((ef))

information provided by the applicant, the driver's license number,

signature image, any language preference information collected, any

phone number provided by the voter, any email address provided by the

voter, and the date on which the application for voter registration
or update was submitted. The secretary of state shall process the

registrations and updates as an electronic application. If requested

by the secretary of state, the department shall provide copies of the

documents submitted to prove citizenship for an individual subject to

this section.

Sec. 14. RCW 29A.08.355 and 2020 c¢ 208 s 7 are each amended to

read as follows:

(1) The department of licensing must ((attew—a—personr—age

T aabh+ IS
ST eCeTT

registrationinfermation)) collect and transmit to the secretary of

state voter registration information for all citizens applying for,

5z o r 1ldar + 2N roera raod + trzent £ 139~
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4+
T

[0)]

renewing, or updating an enhanced driver's license or enhanced
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identicard by automated process at the time of registration, renewal,

or change of address if:

(a) The person meets requirements for voter registration;

(b) The person has received or 1is renewing an enhanced driver's
license or enhanced identicard issued wunder RCW 46.20.202 or is
changing the address for an existing enhanced driver's license or
enhanced identicard pursuant to RCW 46.20.205; and

(c) The department of licensing record associated with the
applicant contains:

(i) The data required to determine whether the applicant meets
requirements for voter registration under RCW 29A.08.010;

(ii) Other information as required by the secretary of state; and

(iii) A signature image.

(2) The department of licensing must ((attew—a—persen—sixteen—o¥

seventeen)) collect and transmit to the secretary of state voter

registration information for all citizens applving for, renewing, or

updating an enhanced driver's license or enhanced identicard 16 or 17

years of age ((to—be—signed—up—to—register—+to—vote—by automated
proecess—at—the—time—of —registration;—renewal; or~echange—of—address))
if:

(a) The person meets requirements to sign up to register to vote;

(b) The person has received or 1is renewing an enhanced driver's
license or enhanced identicard issued under RCW 46.20.202 or is
changing the address for an existing enhanced driver's license or
enhanced identicard pursuant to RCW 46.20.205; and

(c) The department of licensing record associated with the
applicant contains:

(i) The data required to determine whether the applicant meets
the requirements for voter registration under RCW 29A.08.210, other
than age;

(ii) Other information as required by the secretary of state; and

(iii) A signature image.

Sec. 15. RCW 29A.08.357 and 2018 ¢ 110 s 103 are each amended to

read as follows:

(1) ((FHf—the—applticant—3rn)) For applicants served under RCW
29A.08.355 ( (clees—rmot—deeline—registration)), the application is
p. 13 E2SSB 5112
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submitted pursuant to RCW 29A.08.350 and marked as an automatic voter

registrant.

(2) For each such application, the secretary of state must obtain
a digital copy of the applicant's signature image from the department

of licensing.

Sec. 16. RCW 29A.08.359 and 2020 c 208 s 18 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) (a) For persons age eighteen years and older registering under
RCW 29A.08.355(1), an application is considered complete only if it
contains the information required by RCW 29A.08.010 and other
information as required by the secretary of state. The applicant is
considered to be registered to wvote as of the original date of
issuance or renewal or date of change of address of an enhanced
driver's license or enhanced identicard issued under RCW 46.20.202 or
change of address for an existing enhanced driver's license or
enhanced identicard pursuant to RCW 46.20.205.

(b) For persons sixteen or seventeen years of age registering
under RCW 29A.08.355(2), an application is considered complete only
if it contains the information required by RCW 29A.08.010 and other

information as required by the secretary of state. The applicant is

considered to be registered to vote as of the date set forth in RCW
29A.08.110 (1) .

(c) The information must be transmitted ((imr—ar—expedited—manner

registratieondeaddine)) daily to the secretary of state. ((Ere))

(1) If the information shows no name change or change of

residence or mailing address for an existing voter registration, the

auditor may choose to send the voter an acknowledgment notice.

(1i) If the information is an application for new registration or

updates any element of an existing voter registration, the auditor

shall update the voter's record and, if the information updates the

voter's name, residence address, or mailing address, record the

appropriate precinct identification, taxing district identification,
and date of registration on the voter's record in the state voter

registration list and send an automatic voter registration

acknowledgment notice package within five Dbusiness days of the

original application, or, 1if the information 1is received after the

deadline to register to vote or update a voter registration under RCW
29A.08.140 (1) (a) or (2)(a) (i), within five business days after the
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election. Any mailing address provided shall be used only for mail

delivery purposes, and not for precinct assignment or residency

purposes.

(d) An auditor may use other means to communicate with potential
and registered voters such as, but not limited to, email, phone, or
text messaging. The alternate form of communication must not be in
lieu of the ((ffrst—etass)) mail requirements. The auditor shall act
in compliance with all voter notification processes established in
federal law.

(2) If an application is not complete, the auditor shall promptly
mail a verification notice to the applicant. The verification notice
must require the applicant to provide the missing information. If the
applicant provides the required information within forty-five days,
the applicant must be registered to vote. The applicant must not be
placed on the official 1list of —registered voters until the
application is complete.

(3) If the prospective registration applicant responds to the

automatic voter registration acknowledgment notice and declines to

register to vote or the information provided by the department of
licensing does not indicate citizenship, the information must not be
included on the list of registered voters.

(4) For new registrants that reply within 15 days from the date

of mailing of the automatic voter registration acknowledgment notice

package declining registration, the voter registration record shall

be removed from the 1list of registered voters, and the person is

deemed to have never registered to vote.

(5) The department of licensing is prohibited from sharing data
files used by the secretary of state to certify voters registered
through the automated process outlined in RCW 29A.08.355 with any
federal agency, or state agency other than the secretary of state.
Personal information supplied for the purposes of obtaining a
driver's license or identicard 1is exempt from public inspection
pursuant to RCW 42.56.230.

p. 15 E2SSB 5112



O I o U b w N

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

36
37
38
39

Sec. 17. RCW 29A.08.362 and 2018 c 110 s 201 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) ((Begimping—duty—3+—201t8—*he)) The health benefit exchange
shall provide the following information to the secretary of state's
office for consenting Washington healthplanfinder applicants who
affirmatively indicate that they are interested in registering to
vote, including applicants who file changes of address, who reside in
Washington, are age eighteen vyears or older, and are verified
citizens, for voter registration purposes:

(a) Names;

(b) Traditional or nontraditional residential addresses;

(c) Mailing addresses, if different from the traditional or
nontraditional residential address; and

(d) Dates of birth.

(2) The health benefit exchange shall consult with the secretary
of state's office to ensure that sufficient information is provided
to allow the secretary of state to obtain a digital copy of the
person's signature when available from the department of licensing
and establish other criteria and procedures that are secure and

compliant with federal and state voter registration and privacy laws

and rules.

(3) ((FE—applticabte;—thehealtth benefitexchange shall —report—any

1
1T T 1T CIT

benefit——exchange—ds—ceontingent—on—reeceiving +that—eapprevats)) I1f the

health benefit exchange determines, 1in consultation with the health

care authority, that implementation of an automatic voter

registration system requires approval from the centers for medicare

and medicaid services, then any implementation 1is contingent on

receiving that approval.

Sec. 18. RCW 29A.08.365 and 2018 ¢ 110 s 202 are each amended to
read as follows:
(1) The governor shall make a decision, in consultation with the

office of the secretary of state, as to whether each agency
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identified in subsection ((43))) (2) of this section shall implement

automatic voter registration. The final decision is at the governor's

sole discretion.

(2) ((te—Each—ageney—tdentified—insubseetion(3)—ofthis—secetion

+3¥+)) This section applies to state agencies, other than the
health benefit exchange, providing public assistance or services to
persons with disabilities, designated pursuant to RCW 29A.08.310(1),
that collect, process, and store the following information as part of
providing assistance or services:

Names;

Traditional or nontraditional residential addresses;

Dates of birth;

A signature attesting to the truth of the information
provided on the application for assistance or services; and

(e) Verification of citizenship information, via social security
administration data match or manually verified by the agency during
the client transaction.

((#+4¥)) (3) Once an agency has implemented automatic voter
registration, it shall continue to provide automatic voter
registration unless legislation is enacted that directs the agency to
do otherwise.

((#5¥)) (4) Agencies may not begin verifying citizenship as part
of an agency transaction for the sole purpose of providing automatic

voter registration.

Sec. 19. RCW 29A.08.370 and 2018 ¢ 110 s 203 are each amended to
read as follows:
(1) If a person who 1s ineligible to vote becomes, in the rare

occasion, registered to vote under RCW 29A.08.355 or 29A.08.362 in
p. 17 E2SSB 5112
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the absence of a knowing violation by that person of RCW 29A.84.140,
that person shall be deemed to have performed an authorized act of
registration and such act may not be considered as evidence of a
claim to citizenship.

(2) Unless a person willfully and knowingly votes or attempts to
vote knowing that he or she is not entitled to vote, a person who 1is
ineligible to vote and Dbecomes registered to vote under RCW
29A.08.355 or 29A.08.362, and subsequently votes or attempts to vote
in an election held after the effective date of the person's
registration, is not guilty of violating RCW 29A.84.130, and shall be
deemed to have performed an authorized act, and such act may not be
considered as evidence of a claim to citizenship.

(3) A person who is ineligible to vote, who successfully
completes the voter registration process under RCW 29A.08.355 or
29A.08.362 or votes in an election, must have their voter
registration, or record of vote, removed from the voter registration
database and any other application records.

(4) Should an ineligible individual become registered to vote,
the office of the secretary of state and the relevant agency shall

jointly determine the cause. If the cause is found to be intentional

registration of ineligible persons by a person employed by the state

or county government tasked with assisting the public with voter

registration, that government employee is subject to the penalties of
RCW 29A.84.110.

Sec. 20. RCW 46.20.153 and 2001 c¢ 41 s 15 are each amended to
read as follows:

The department shall post signs at each driver licensing facility
advertising the availability of wvoter registration services, of

automatic voter registration services for enhanced license and

enhanced identification card applicants, and advising of the

qualifications to register to vote. The information shall be visible

to a person conducting a licensing transaction at the time of the

transaction, either as a sign, or as a placard handed to the voter

for review. Copies of the information shall be available in the

various languages required of state agencies.

Sec. 21. RCW 46.20.155 and 2020 ¢ 208 s 8 are each amended to

read as follows:
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(1) ((Befere)) (a) For transactions other than enhanced driver's

license or enhanced identicard applicants, before issuing an original

license or identicard or renewing a license or identicard under this
chapter, the licensing agent shall determine if the applicant wants
to register to vote or update his or her voter registration by asking

the following question:

"Do you want to register or sign up to vote or update your voter

registration?"

The department of licensing, with the approval of the secretary

of state, may direct licensing agents to ask a substantially similar

guestion designed to improve applicant understanding.

(b) If the applicant chooses to register, sign up, or update a

registration, the agent shall ask the following:

((r)) "Are you a United States citizen?"

((I’)\ WA 2O + ] = oo~ o<z ro 'In'l')"))
=7 TLrC you ot IToTaot orasaccTih yoaoaro Ot

[0)]

If the applicant answers in the affirmative to ((ketk)) the
question((s)), the agent shall then submit the registration, sign up
form, or update. TIf the applicant answers 1in the negative to
((etther)) the question, the agent shall not submit an application.
Information that is otherwise disclosable under chapter 29A.08 RCW
cannot be disclosed on the future voter until the person reaches
eighteen vyears of age, except for the purpose of processing and
delivering ballots.

(2) The department shall establish a procedure that substantially
meets the requirements of subsection (1) of this section when
permitting an applicant to renew a license or identicard by mail or

by electronic commerce.

(3) If an applicant presents a document demonstrating that the

applicant is not a United States citizen at the time of the driver's

license or identicard transaction, the licensing agent shall not ask

the guestions described in subsection (1) of this section, and shall

not submit an application. The department, in consultation with the

secretary of state, shall determine which types of documents accepted

by the department for purposes of a driver's license or identicard

transaction demonstrate that an applicant 1is not a United States

citizen at the time of the transaction.
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Sec. 22. RCW 46.20.156 and 2020 ¢ 208 s 21 are each amended to
read as follows:

For persons eighteen years of age or older who meet requirements
for voter registration and persons sixteen or seventeen years of age
who meet requirements to sign up to register to vote, who have been
issued or are renewing an enhanced driver's license or identicard
under RCW 46.20.202 or applying for a change of address for an
existing enhanced driver's license or 1identicard pursuant to RCW

46.20.205, ( (ara—Fa rot—deelined—+o—register—fteo—veotesr)) the

department shall produce and transmit to the secretary of state the

following information from the records of each individual: The name,

address, date of birth, gender of the applicant if provided, the

driver's license number, signature image, any language preference

information collected, any phone number provided by the voter, any

email address provided by the voter, and the date on which the

application was submitted. The department and the secretary of state
shall process information as an automated application on a daily

basis. If requested by the secretary of state, the department shall

provide copies of the documents submitted to prove citizenship for an

individual subject to this section.

Sec. 23. RCW 46.20.205 and 2017 c¢ 147 s 8 are each amended to
read as follows:

Whenever any person, after applying for or receiving a driver's
license or identicard, moves from the address named in the
application or in the license or identicard issued to him or her, or
changes his or her name of record, the person shall, within ten days
thereafter, notify the department of the name or address change as

provided in RCW 46.08.195. This notification information shall be

transmitted to the secretary of state on a daily basis, including the

person's name, former name, address, former address, date of birth,

signature image, and date of the transaction.

Sec. 24. RCW 29A.08.625 and 2009 c 369 s 30 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) A voter whose registration has been made inactive under this
chapter and who requests to vote at an ensuing election before two
federal general elections have been held must be allowed to vote a
regular ballot applicable to ((Ehe—registratiern)) the voter's current
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residence address, and the voter's registration record updated and

restored to active status.

(2) ((&)) An eligible voter whose registration has been properly

canceled under this chapter shall ((vete—a—provisienal—ballet—The

+1 ot w1~ YAtz oo ] =11 + maa o+ 12N o1+ A T £ + 1 PO I IR N |
| i B wy vV OTCT T [=) tJJ_\JV_LL.)_LUllLJ._L P P & N N N N W TS T T A WA W B i i e P S LS R B s uL_L\jJ_leL_L
S 17 4+ 2 P T o AN EEEY BN + 1 ~z ot v mi1 o 2N LS SN | + 1
CAaAlTC T 1T T CTIUTIT WTLO IO T Q1T J_J_\JJ_, LS i s VA YL ) v TS T p A [ & N S N W B W AW W § I
PN ri1am a2+ 7 4+ v v o o v ~ N 1 I v ~ r ~ ~ A oo A + 1
\Jr/r/\JL COIT 1T | wy - - \j_Lle— - a T T1T 15 A T N U S S WSl W e M\.L\.LJ_CLJLJ, [y ysw N I
1
voter!ls—provisieonal—ballet—must—heot—be—counted)) Dbe allowed to
. , .
register to vote at the voter's current residence address.

Sec. 25. RCW 29A.08.630 and 2009 c 369 s 31 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) The county auditor shall return an inactive voter to active
voter status if, prior to the passage of two federal general
elections, the voter:

((#r)) (a) Notifies the auditor of a change of address;

((F)) (b)) Responds to a confirmation notice with information
that he or she continues to reside at the registration address; or

((2¥)) (c) Votes or attempts to vote in a primary, special
election, or general election.

(2) If the inactive voter fails to provide ((sweh)) a notice or
take ((swekh)) an action ((within—that—period)) as describe