S-0714.1

SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL 5136

State of Washington 67th Legislature 2021 Regular Session

By Senate Early Learning & K-12 Education (originally sponsored by
Senators Wilson, C., Frockt, Nguyen, and Short)

READ FIRST TIME 01/28/21.

AN ACT Relating to prohibiting fees for child care licenses;
amending RCW 43.216.300; creating new sections; and providing an
expiration date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes that COVID-19

has devastated the existing child care industry, making it
challenging for providers to stay in Dbusiness providing care to
working families of Washington state. The legislature recognizes that
a robust economic recovery 1s contingent upon access to affordable
child care services. The legislature finds that the vast majority of
child care providers are small businesses and nonprofit
organizations. The legislature further finds that numerous child care
providers have closed for business during the pandemic, either
temporarily or permanently. The legislature finds that fees to become
a child care provider have increased steadily 1in recent years. The
legislature recognizes the pressing need for providers to enter the
market and provide needed care services. Therefore, the legislature
resolves to strengthen our economic recovery by prohibiting fees for
child care licenses to incentivize new and returning providers to

enter the market.
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