FINAL BILL REPORT
SB 5931

C63L 22
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Concerning appointment of judges pro tempore in the court of appeals.
Sponsors. Senators Wagoner and Dhingra; by request of Court Of Appeals.

Senate Committee on Law & Justice
House Committee on Civil Rights & Judiciary

Background: Whenever necessary for the prompt and orderly administration of justice, the
chief justice of the supreme court of the state of Washington may appoint any regularly
elected and qualified judge of the superior court, or any retired judge of a court of record in
this state to serve as judge pro tempore of the court of appeals. No judge pro tempore
appointed to serve on the court of appeals may serve more than ninety daysin any one year.

If the term of a judge of the court of appeals expires with cases or other judicia business
pending, the chief justice of the supreme court of the state of Washington, upon the
recommendation of the chief presiding judge of the court of appeals, may appoint the judge
to serve as judge pro tempore of the court of appeals, whenever necessary for the prompt
and orderly administration of justice. No judge may be appointed more than one time and
no appointment may exceed sixty days.

Summary: The chief judge of any divison of the court of appeals may appoint any
regularly elected or qualified judge to serve as judge pro tempore within that division. A
regularly elected or qualified judge is a judge of a court of general jurisdiction, any retired
judge of the court of appeals, or any active or retired justice of the supreme court of this
state.

The chief judge of any division of the court of appeals may appoint any judge in that
division with an expired term to serve as judge pro tempore within that division to complete
their cases, or other judicial business.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 49 O
House 95 1

Effective: June 9, 2022
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