
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5896

As of January 26, 2022

Title:  An act relating to requiring the department of enterprise services to report on the use of 
electricity to recharge vehicles at state office locations.

Brief Description:  Requiring the department of enterprise services to report on the use of 
electricity to recharge vehicles at state office locations.

Sponsors:  Senators Sefzik, Lovelett, Carlyle, Fortunato, Frockt, Honeyford, Liias, Lovick, 
Nobles, Randall, Saldaña, Salomon, Schoesler, Warnick, Wellman, Wilson, J. and Wilson, 
L..

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  State Government & Elections: 1/26/22.

Brief Summary of Bill

Requires Department of Enterprise Services to report annually on the 
estimated amount of state-purchased electricity consumed by plug-in 
electric vehicles and the number of plug-in electric vehicles using state 
office locations.

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT & ELECTIONS

Staff: Melissa Van Gorkom (786-7491)

Background:  The Department of Enterprise Services (DES) manages procurement of 
goods and services for state agencies and sets policies and procedures for the state's 
purchases.  In 2007, the Legislature authorized the state to purchase power at its own 
expense to recharge both private and public plug-in electric vehicles at state-owned 
locations where the vehicles are used for state business, are commute vehicles, or where the 
vehicles are at the same location for the purpose of conducting business with the state.  The 
director of DES may report to the Governor and the appropriate committees of the 
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Legislature, as deemed necessary by the director, on the:
estimated amount of state-purchased electricity consumed by plug-in electrical 
vehicles if the director determines the use has a significant cost to the state; and

•

number of plug-in electric vehicles using state office locations.•

Summary of Bill:  By December 31st of each year, beginning in 2022, the director of DES 
must report to the Governor and the appropriate committees of the Legislature on the 
estimated amount of state-purchased electricity consumed by plug-in electrical vehicles and 
the number of plug-in electric vehicles using state office locations.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  This bill is necessary as a transparency 
measure and will provide useful information to our government agencies.  It will also help 
us as we move towards a new forms of energy for our transportation system.  We need to 
have this information to help us make assessments for what our future holds with regard to 
the electric vehicle charging stations and our highways.   
  
OTHER:  There is a mix of public and private charging stations currently and the private 
sector charging stations are likely to increase.  Electricity is not free, someone is paying for 
it and as such we continue to have concerns about charging stations that are subsidized by 
tax payers.  This creates an unfair advantage when private stations must charge the full price 
of the power.  DES plays an important role in full sweet electrification and work with the 
state to make meaningful progress to reduce greenhouse gases.  There are many data, 
operational and financial challenges to overcome to implement this bill.  There is no central 
repository for state office charging locations, DES only manages chargers in DES owned 
facilities and only five of the 102 electric vehicle chargers owned by DES have the 
capability to capture the data elements required under the bill. 

Persons Testifying:  PRO: Senator Simon Sefzik, Prime Sponsor.

OTHER: Mike Ennis, Association of Washington Business; MariJane Kirk, Department of 
Enterprise Services.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  No one.
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