FINAL BILL REPORT
SB 5687

C235L 22
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Addressing certain traffic safety improvements.
Sponsors. Senators Wilson, C., Liias, Billig, Das, Nguyen, Pedersen, Saldafia and Stanford.

Senate Committee on Transportation
House Committee on Transportation

Background: For aloca authority to adjust a maximum speed limit, the local authority
must determine on the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that the maximum
speed permitted under existing law is greater or less than is reasonable and safe under the
conditions found to exist upon a highway. Cities and towns may establish a 20-mph speed
limit, without first conducting an engineering and traffic investigation, on a nonarterial
highway that is within aresidence district or business district.

Every driver of avehicle must exercise due care to avoid colliding with any pedestrian upon
any roadway. A similar duty of care to avoid colliding with vehicular traffic does not exist
for pedestrians walking or otherwise moving on aroadway.

Summary: The Secretary of Transportation and local authorities, in their respective
jurisdictions, may establish a 20-mph speed limit on nonarterial highways without first
conducting an engineering and traffic investigation, regardless of whether the highway isin
aresidence district or business district.

Pedestrians, when walking on a roadway, are required to exercise due care to avoid
colliding with any vehicle on the roadway.

Voteson Final Passage:

Senate 25 24
House 55 42 (Houseamended)
Senate 27 22 (Senateconcurred)

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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