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Brief Description:  Allowing fire districts and regional fire authorities to carry out certain 
treasurer functions.

Sponsors:  Senators Sheldon, Rolfes, Lovick and Mullet.

Senate Committee on Housing & Local Government
House Committee on Local Government

Background:  Fire Protection District.  A fire protection district is a type of special purpose 
district created to provide fire prevention, fire suppression, and emergency medical services 
within a district's boundaries, which can include incorporated and unincorporated areas.  
  
Districts are authorized to:

lease, operate, and provide fire and emergency medical apparatus and all other 
necessary facilities and equipment for the prevention and suppression of fires, provide 
emergency medical services, and the protection of life and property;

•

lease, own, maintain, and operate real property for housing, repairing, and 
maintaining their apparatus, facilities, machinery, and equipment;

•

contract with other governmental or private entities to consolidate, provide, or 
cooperate for fire prevention, protection, fire suppression, investigation, and 
emergency medical purposes;

•

encourage uniformity and coordination of district operations; •
enter into contracts for life insurance for fire district personnel;•
perform building and property inspections deemed necessary to provide fire 
prevention services and prefire planning within the district; and

•

determine the origin and cause of fires occurring within the district.•
  
The treasurer of the county in which all or the largest portion of any fire protection district 
is located is authorized to be the financial agent of the district.  The county treasurer is 
responsible for receiving and disbursing district revenues, collecting taxes and assessments, 
and crediting district revenues to the proper funds. 
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The auditor of the county in which all or the largest portion of any fire protection district is 
located is responsible for issuing warrants against proper funds of the district. 
  
Regional Fire Protection Service Authorities.  Regional fire protection service authorities 
(RFAs) are municipal corporations created to conduct selected fire protection functions at a 
regional level.  The boundaries of an RFA must be coextensive with two or more fire 
protection jurisdictions located within reasonable proximity and has been created by a vote 
of the people to implement a regional fire protection service authority plan.

Summary:  Fire Protection Districts.  A board of fire commissioners of a fire protection 
district with more than $10 million in annual revenues for three preceding consecutive years 
may, by resolution, designate a person with fiscal experience as the treasurer of the district.  
  
Fire protection districts that have appointed a treasurer, other than the county treasurer of 
the respective district, may issue warrants against the accounts of the district using vouchers 
approved and signed by a majority of the district board and secretary.  The designated 
treasurer may also pay general obligation bonds and their accrued interest, as well as submit 
a monthly report to the district's secretary detailing the district's fund balances and receipts 
and disbursements of each fund during the preceding month.   
  
The designated treasurer assumes all powers, responsibilities, and duties and is subject to 
the same restrictions of a county treasurer and county auditor with regard to the financial 
matters of the fire protection district. 
  
Regional Fire Protection Service Authorities.  A regional fire authority with more than $10 
million in annual revenues for the three preceding consecutive years, may, by resolution, 
designate a person with fiscal experience as the treasurer of the authority. 
  
The designated treasurer assumes all powers, responsibilities, and duties and is subject to 
the same restrictions of a county treasurer and county auditor with regard to the financial 
matters of the regional fire authority.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 46 0
House 97 0

Effective: June 9, 2022
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