
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5380

As of February 5, 2021

Title:  An act relating to approval of building permits.

Brief Description:  Concerning the approval of building permits.

Sponsors:  Senator Fortunato.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Housing & Local Government: 2/09/21.

Brief Summary of Bill

Deems a local project permit application in certain jurisdictions to be 
complete following three reviews or requests for additional information.

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HOUSING & LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Staff: Jeff Olsen (786-7428)

Background:  Legislation enacted in 1995, required counties and cities planning under the 
Growth Management Act (GMA) to establish an integrated and consolidated development 
permit process.  The permit process must include a determination of completeness of the 
project application within 28 days of submission.  A project permit application is 
determined to be complete when it meets the local procedural submission requirements even 
if additional information is needed, because of subsequent project modifications.
 
Within 14 days of receiving requested additional information, the local government must 
notify the applicant whether the application is deemed complete.  The determination of 
completeness does not preclude a request for additional information if new information is 
required or substantial project changes occur.  A project permit application is deemed 
complete if the GMA jurisdiction does not provide a written determination to the applicant 
that the application is incomplete within the required time period.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Summary of Bill:  Local project permit applications shall be deemed complete following 
three reviews or requests for additional information by the local government, unless there is 
a clear violation of substantive and procedural requirements demonstrated by the reviewing 
entity.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on February 4, 2021.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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