
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5122

As of January 20, 2021

Title:  An act relating to the jurisdiction of juvenile court.

Brief Description:  Concerning the jurisdiction of juvenile court.

Sponsors:  Senators Darneille, Das, Hasegawa, Nguyen, Pedersen, Robinson, Saldaña and 
Wilson, C..

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Human Services, Reentry & Rehabilitation: 1/19/21.

Brief Summary of Bill

Increases the juvenile court jurisdiction's maximum age limit to 19 and 
increases the maximum age of presumed incapacity to commit a crime to 
13.

•

Requires jurisdiction over charges filed in juvenile court to remain in 
juvenile court without requiring an order of extension.

•

Allows juveniles adjudicated for an offense committed at age 18 to serve 
in a juvenile institution through age 22 and juveniles adjudicated for an 
offense committed at age 19 to serve in a juvenile institution through age 
21.

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES, REENTRY & REHABILITATION

Staff: Julie Tran (786-7283)

Background:  Juvenile Rehabilitation Institutions.  On July 1, 2019, the Juvenile 
Rehabilitation division (JR) transferred from the Department of Social and Health Services 
to the Department of Children, Youth and Families.  JR operates three juvenile institutions 
for juveniles, who are convicted of crimes and serving more than 30 days of confinement.  

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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The Echo Glen Children's Center in Snoqualmie serves younger males as well as female 
offenders.  The Green Hill School in Chehalis serves older male offenders.  The Naselle 
Youth Camp serves male offenders and provides services such as the forestry work 
program. 
  
Capacity to Commit a Crime.  Under Washington State law, children under the age of 8 are 
legally incapable of committing a crime and may not be prosecuted in either juvenile or 
adult court.  Children aged 8 through 11 are presumed incapable of committing a crime and 
children 12 years of age and older are presumed to have capacity to commit a crime.  The 
current maximum age of juvenile court jurisdiction for the commission of an offense is 17. 
  
Maximum Term of Confinement in Juvenile Rehabilitation.  A person adjudicated in 
juvenile court may be sentenced to JR for a maximum term up to their 21st birthday.  The 
exception exists if the juvenile is 16 or 17 years of age and adjudicated for one of the 
following offenses, which carries a maximum confinement term until the age of 25:

drive-by shooting;•
robbery 1;•
burglary 1, if the juvenile has a prior criminal history; or•
any violent offense when the juvenile is alleged to have been armed with a firearm.•

Summary of Bill:  Age Limit.  Children under the age of 13 years are presumed incapable 
of committing a crime, with the exception for charges of murder 1 or 2.  The maximum age 
limit for juvenile court jurisdiction will increase in two phases:

effective July 1, 2022, the maximum age of juvenile court jurisdiction is age 18; and•
effective July 1, 2024, the maximum age of juvenile court jurisdiction is age 19.•

  
Counties may implement the jurisdictional increases sooner if they are able to provide 
adequate safety, rehabilitative programming, and efficient court processing.  
  
The Office of Juvenile Justice will monitor the implementation and submit annual reports to 
the Legislature until 2024 on the counties’ readiness and progress. 
  
Maximum Term of Confinement in Juvenile Rehabilitation.  Once filed, proceedings 
against the juvenile will remain under the juvenile court's jurisdiction without requiring an 
order of extension unless the court declines jurisdiction pursuant to a decline hearing.  
  
Juveniles adjudicated for an offense committed at age 18 may be placed in a juvenile 
facility through the age of 22 and juveniles adjudicated for an offense committed at age 19 
may be placed in a juvenile facility through the age of 23.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.
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Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  The bill contains several effective dates. Please refer to the bill.
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