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SB 5931
Brief Description:  Concerning appointment of judges pro tempore in the court of appeals.

Sponsors:  Senators Wagoner and Dhingra; by request of Court Of Appeals.

Brief Summary of Bill

Authorizes the chief judge of each division of the Court of Appeals to 
appoint certain judges as judges pro tempore.

•

Authorizes the chief judge of each division of the Court of Appeals to 
appoint a judge from that division with an expired term to serve as a 
judge pro tempore to complete their cases or other judicial business.

•

Hearing Date:  2/22/22

Staff: John Burzynski (786-7133).

Background:

The Washington Court of Appeals. 
The Washington Court of Appeals hears appeals from the state's trial courts.  Washington law 
governs the Court of Appeals' structure, jurisdiction, qualifications of judges, the appointment of 
judges, filling of vacancies, and other aspects of the Court's operations.   
  
Appointment of Judges Pro Tempore Generally. 
A judge pro tempore serves during the absence or disability of a duly elected or appointed judge 
of a court.  Whenever necessary for the prompt and orderly administration of justice, the Chief 
Justice of the Washington Supreme Court may appoint any regularly elected and qualified judge 
of the Superior Court or any retired judge of a court of record in this state to serve as a judge pro 
tempore of the Court of Appeals.  However, no judge pro tempore appointed to serve on the 
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Court of Appeals may serve more than 90 days per year. 
  
Appointment of Judges Pro Tempore When a Judge's Term Expires. 
If the term of a judge of the Court of Appeals expires with cases or other judicial business 
pending, the Chief Justice of the Washington Supreme Court, upon the recommendation of the 
Chief Presiding Judge of the Court of Appeals, may appoint the judge to serve as judge pro 
tempore of the Court of Appeals, whenever necessary for the prompt and orderly administration 
of justice.  However, no judge may be appointed for this purpose more than one time and no 
appointment may exceed 60 days.

Summary of Bill:

Appointment of Judges Pro Tempore Generally. 
The chief judge of any division of the Court of Appeals may appoint any regularly elected or 
qualified judge of a court of general jurisdiction, any retired judge of the Court of Appeals, or 
any active or retired justice of the Supreme Court, to serve as a judge pro tempore on that 
division of the Court of Appeals.  No judge pro tempore appointed pursuant to this power may 
serve more than 90 days per year.  
  
Appointment of Judges Pro Tempore When a Judge's Term Expires. 
The chief judge of any division of the Court of Appeals may appoint any judge in that division 
with an expired term to serve as judge pro tempore within that division to complete their cases or 
other judicial business.  The limitations on the terms and reappointment of judges pro tempore 
appointed pursuant to this power are removed.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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