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Brief Description: Establishing pilot projects for utilizing high school student nursing assistant-
certified programs to address the nursing workforce shortage and promote nursing careersin
rural hospitals.

Sponsors:. Senate Committee on Health & Long Term Care (originally sponsored by Senators
Brown, Conway, Honeyford, King, Lovick, Short, Van De Wege, Warnick, Wellman,
Wilson, C., Wilson, J. and Wilson, L.).

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

* Directsthe Nursing Care Quality Assurance Commission to establish at
least two pilot projects to address workforce shortages and promote
nursing careersin rural hospitals by allowing rural hospitals to use high
school students who are training to become certified nursing assistants or
who are certified nursing assistants.

Hearing Date: 2/16/22
Staff: Christopher Blake (786-7392).
Background:

The Department of Health issues credentials to nursing assistants at two levels. registered
nursing assistants and certified nursing assistants. A person may become aregistered nursing
assistant by submitting an information form to the Department of Health and paying afee. To
become a certified nursing assistant, a person must complete an approved training program or
aternative training program that meets the Nursing Care Quality Assurance Commission's
criteriaand complete a competency evaluation. The curriculum for training programs for
certified nursing assistants, other than an alternative training program, must be competency
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based and include a minimum of 85 hourstotal, with at least 35 hours of classroom training and
at least 50 hours of clinical training.

Nursing assistants assist in the delivery of nursing and nursing-related activities to patientsin a
health care facility. Nursing assistants work under the direction and supervision of registered
nurses and licensed practical nurses. Both categories of nursing assistants must meet certain
competencies related to basic technical skills, personal care skills, mental health and social
service needs, care of cognitively impaired residents, basic restorative services, client or resident
rights and promotion of independence, communication and interpersonal skills, infection control,
safety and emergency procedures, and rules and regulations knowledge. Registered nursing
assistants may not provide care until they have demonstrated skills necessary to competently
perform all assigned duties and responsibilities.

Summary of Bill:

The Nursing Care Quality Assurance Commission (Commission) must establish at least two pilot
projects to address workforce shortages and promote nursing careersin rural hospitals by
allowing rural hospitals to use high school students who are training to become certified nursing
assistants or who are certified nursing assistants. The Commission must establish the pilot
projects in collaboration with rural hospitals, certified nursing assistant training programs, and
the Department of Labor and Industries. At least one rural hospital from each side of the
Cascade Mountains must participate in the pilot projects.

The pilot projects must prioritize using certified nursing assistant high school students to their
full scope of practice and identify any barriersto doing so. The Commission may contract with a
nursing consultant and a health services consultant to assist in establishing and supporting the
pilot projects.

Beginning December 1, 2023, the Commission must annually report to the health care
committees of the Legislature on the status of the pilot projects and any findings and
recommendations. The pilot projects expire June 30, 2025.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Preliminary fiscal note available on original bill. New fiscal note requested on
February 2, 2022.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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