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SB 5866
Brief Description:  Concerning medicaid long-term services and supports eligibility 

determinations completed by federally recognized Indian tribes.

Sponsors:  Senators Robinson, Randall, Conway, Kuderer, Lovick, Nguyen, Nobles and Wilson, 
C.; by request of Department of Social and Health Services.

Brief Summary of Bill

Authorizes the Department of Social and Health Services to contract 
with federally recognized Indian tribes to provide the same services as an 
area agency on aging for persons receiving home and community 
services within their regional authority.

•

Hearing Date:  2/21/22

Staff: Christopher Blake (786-7392).

Background:

Long-term services and supports are for persons who need assistance with activities of daily 
living such as bathing, dressing, ambulation, transfers, toileting, medication assistance or 
administration, personal hygiene, transportation, and other health-related tasks.  The Department 
of Social and Health Services (Department) administers Medicaid funded long-term services and 
supports to eligible persons in Washington.  For a person to receive long-term services and 
supports, the person must be determined by the Department to be both functionally and 
financially eligible.  Once a person is determined to be eligible for long-term services and 
supports, the person has the option to receive services in the home, from a community residential 
services provider, or in a skilled nursing facility. 
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The Department contracts with 13 area agencies on aging to provide case management and 
related services to persons receiving long-term services and supports in their homes.  Case 
management services may include establishing a plan of care for the person and monitoring the 
plan's implementation, reassessing and reauthorizing services, and assessing the quality of care 
being provided to persons.  In situations in which an individual provider who provides the 
services is under contract with the Department, rather than employed by a consumer-directed 
employer, the area agency on aging has additional responsibilities related to verifying training 
requirements, conducting background checks, monitoring service provision, and terminating 
individual provider contracts for cause.  The Department assesses the degree and quality of case 
management services performed by area agencies on aging.

Summary of Bill:

The Department of Social and Health Services (Department) may contract with a federally 
recognized Indian tribe (tribe) to determine eligibility for services, authorize and reauthorize 
services, and perform other case management functions for persons receiving home and 
community services within its regional authority.  Specifically, if the Department contracts with 
a tribe, the tribe must perform the same functions as required for area agencies on aging, 
including:

developing a plan of care with each client to coordinate health and long-term care services 
and supports;

•

monitoring the implementation of each client's plan of care;•
reassessing and reauthorizing services;•
explaining to consumers that they have the right to waive case management services 
offered by the federally recognized Indian tribe and documenting any such waiver;

•

notifying the consumer-directed employer if an individual provider is not delivering 
services or is jeopardizing a person's health, safety, or well-being;

•

assessing the quality of in-home care services provided to individuals; and•
fulfilling responsibilities related to individual providers under contract with the 
Department, such as verifying training requirements, conducting background checks, 
monitoring service provision, and terminating individual provider contracts for cause.

•

  
The Department must assess the degree and quality of case management services performed by 
contracted federally recognized Indian tribes to the same extent that it may assess area agencies 
on aging.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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