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Brief Description: Including Benton county as a county qualifying for the farm internship
program.

Sponsors: Senators Warnick, Stanford, Brown and Schoesler.

Brief Summary of Bill

» Adds Benton County to the list of countiesin which the Department of
Labor and Industries is authorized to operate the farm internship pilot
program.

Hearing Date: 2/16/22
Staff: Robert Hatfield (786-7117).
Background:

Farm Internship Program.

Legidlation enacted in 2010 directed the Department of Labor and Industries (L&]1) to establish a
farm internship pilot project. Eligible farmswere those located in Skagit County or San Juan
County. This pilot project expired on December 31, 2011.

L egidlation enacted in 2014 reauthorized the pilot project for the following counties: Chelan,
Grant, Island, Jefferson, King, Kitsap, Kittitas, Lincoln, Pierce, San Juan, Skagit, Snohomish,
Spokane, Thurston, Whatcom, and Y akima. 1n 2017 legislation reauthorized the pilot project
through December 31, 2019, and added the following counties: Clark, Cowlitz, Lewis, and
WallaWalla. The pilot project expired December 31, 2019, and, in 2020, the Legislature
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directed L& to reestablish the pilot project. The current pilot project expires on December 31,
2024.

Under the pilot project, qualified small farms are allowed to employ up to three farm interns at
any time, working under special certificates. Farms seeking to employ interns must apply for
special certificatesissued by L& | and sign agreements with the interns setting forth specified
information. The specia certificate must specify its terms and conditions, including the duration
of the internship; the wage rate, if any; and any room, board, stipends, or other remuneration.

Summary of Bill:

Benton County is added to the list of countiesin which L& is authorized to operate the farm
internship pilot program.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The hill contains an emergency clause and takes effect immediately.
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