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Brief Description:  Making human trafficking a disqualifying offense for a commercial driver's 

license and coming into compliance with the requirements of the federal motor carrier 
safety administration.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by Senators Kuderer, 
Brown, Dhingra, Fortunato, Lovick, Nobles, Stanford, Van De Wege, Warnick, Wilson, J. 
and Wilson, L.).

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

Disqualifies a person from driving a commercial motor vehicle for a first 
violation of a human trafficking offense.

•

Hearing Date:  2/24/22

Staff: Jennifer Harris (786-7143).

Background:

Commercial Motor Vehicle Driving Disqualification.
 
A person is disqualified from driving a commercial motor vehicle for one year or more by the 
Department of Licensing (DOL) for:

various offenses relating to driving under the influence of an intoxicating liquor or any 
drug;

•

refusal to submit to a test to determine the driver's alcohol concentration or presence of 
any drug while driving a motor vehicle;

•

leaving the scene of an accident involving a motor vehicle driven by the person;•
driving a commercial motor vehicle when, as a result of prior violations while operating a •
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commercial motor vehicle, the driver's commercial driver's license (CDL) is revoked, 
suspended, or canceled, or the driver is disqualified from operating a commercial motor 
vehicle; or
causing a fatality through the negligent operating of a commercial motor vehicle, including 
but not limited to vehicular homicide and negligent homicide.

•

 
If a person has committed or been convicted of two or more violations of any of the above 
offenses arising from two or more separate incidents, the person is disqualified for life from 
driving a commercial motor vehicle.  A person is also disqualified from driving a commercial 
motor vehicle for life who uses a motor vehicle in the commission of a felony involving the 
manufacture, distribution, or dispensing of a controlled substance, or involving possession with 
intent to manufacture, distribute, or dispense a controlled substance.
 
The DOL may adopt rules, in accordance with federal regulations, establishing guidelines and 
conditions under which a disqualification for life may be reduced to a period of not less than 10 
years.
 
Federal Law and Driver Disqualification.
 
Federal law sets disqualification period terms for the offenses specified above, ranging from one 
year to life.  As of September 23, 2019, federal law also requires disqualification for life for 
using a commercial motor vehicle in the commission of a felony involving an act or practice of 
severe forms of trafficking in persons, without any eligibility for reinstatement.
 
Federal law prohibits a state from issuing a commercial driver's license to an individual during a 
period in which the individual is disqualified under federal law from operating a commercial 
motor vehicle.  If a state violates this restriction, the penalty for a first instance of non-
compliance is up to 4 percent, and for a second instance is up to 8 percent, of funds apportioned 
for the state's National Highway Performance Program and Surface Transportation Block Grant 
Program.
 
A state must come into substantial compliance with the federal disqualification rule for 
trafficking in persons as soon as is practicable after the effective date of the federal law change, 
but no later than September 23, 2022.
 
Human Trafficking in Federal Law.
 
Federal law defines "severe forms of trafficking in persons" as:

sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in 
which the person induced to perform such act has not attained 18 years of age; or

1. 

the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or 
services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjection to 
involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.

2. 
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Summary of Bill:

A person is disqualified from driving a commercial motor vehicle for a period of not less than 
one year who uses a motor vehicle in the commission of a human trafficking offense in state 
law.  State law trafficking offenses are deemed consistent with felonies involving severe forms 
of trafficking in persons as set forth in applicable federal law.
 

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect on September 23, 2022.
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