HOUSE BILL REPORT
SB 5582

As Passed House:
March 1, 2022

Title: An act relating to the deadline for a port commission to send new district boundaries to
the county auditor when expanding from three commissionersto five.

Brief Description: Concerning the deadline for a port commission to send new district
boundaries to the county auditor when expanding from three commissionersto five.

Sponsors. Senators Hunt and Kuderer.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:
Local Government: 2/16/22, 2/18/22 [DP].
Floor Activity:
Passed House: 3/1/22, 95-0.

Brief Summary of Bill

» Requires aport district commission that isincreasing from three to five
members that will be divided into five commissioner districts to
complete this division by January 1 of the year in which the two
additional memberswill be elected.

* Requires aport district commission that is changing from afive-member
commission with three members elected from commissioner districts and
two elected at large to a commission with all five commissioners elected
from commissioner districts to complete the division of the port district
into five districts by January 1 of the year in which the two additional
members will be el ected.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 6 members: Representatives Pollet, Chair; Duerr,
Vice Chair; Goehner, Ranking Minority Member; Griffey, Assistant Ranking Minority
Member; Berg and Robertson.

Staff: Kellen Wright (786-7134).
Background:

Port districts are a special purpose district empowered to acquire, construct, maintain,
operate, develop, and regulate harbor improvements; rail or motor transfer and terminal
facilities, water transfer and terminal facilities; other commercial transportation, transfer,
handling, storage, and terminal facilities; and industrial improvements. A port district can
levy property taxes, charge service fees for the use of itsfacilities, and issue bonds to
financeits activities. There are currently 75 public port districts in Washington.

Port districts are governed by a port commission. A commission is comprised of three or
five elected members who serve either four or six-year terms. Commissioners are generally
divided into districts. If the port district is coextensive with a county with fewer than
500,000 people that has three county commissioner or council member districts, then the
port commission's districts are the same as the county commissioner or councilmember
districts. If the port district is not coextensive with such a county, then the port district must
be divided into three districts with approximately equal population. Only aregistered voter
within a commissioner district can be a candidate for, or hold office as a commissioner for
that district. Additionally, only voters within that district may vote in the primary to
nominate a candidate for commissioner from that district. In the general election, however,
all voters within the port district may vote to determine the district commissioner.

A commission may, with voter approval, increase from three to five members. This change
can be initiated through a resolution from the port commission, a petition from voters, or if
the population of the county in which the port district resides reaches 500,000 people. Once
approved, the two new commissioners will be elected at the next election. Thiswill be the
next general or special election if the change was initiated through a petition or resolution,
or the next general election if the increase in commissioners was initiated because of the
increase in the county's popul ation.

When a change to a five-member commission is approved, the port commission must divide
the district into five districts by June 1 of the year in which the two new commissioners will
be elected, unless the two new commissioners were approved to be elected at-large.

A five-member port district with three members elected from commissioner districts and
two members elected at-large members may be subsequently changed so that all members
are elected from commissioner districts if voters approve of the change on a ballot measure
initiated by a petition from the voters or aresolution of the port commission. If voters
approve the change, the port district must be divided into five commissioner districts within
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120 days of the election.

Summary of Bill:

A five-member port commission with three members elected from commissioner district
and two members elected at-large that is approved by voters to transition to a district with
all five commissioners elected from commissioners districts must divide into the five
district prior to January 1 of the year in which the two additional commissioners are to be
elected. In the event that a port district isincreasing from three to five members with five
commissioner districts, the port district must be divided into the five commissioner districts
by January 1 of the year in which the two additional commissioners will be el ected.
Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the
bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) Current law does not adequately cover what happens when a port district goes
from three to five commissioners. Putting the deadline for dividing the port district into five
districts as January 1 will ensure that candidates and auditors know where the districts lines
are by the time of the filing deadline to run for commissioner.

(Opposed) None.

Persons Testifying: Senator Sam Hunt, prime sponsor.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: None.
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