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Brief Description:  Implementing recommendations of the autonomous vehicle work group.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by Senators Nguyen and 
Van De Wege).

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

Removes the prohibition on driving a motor vehicle equipped with a 
television viewer, screen, or other means of visually receiving a 
television broadcast when moving images are visible to the driver.

•

Delays from taking effect by one year requirements for autonomous 
vehicle testing related to providing certain testing information to the 
Department of Licensing and periodic collision and moving violation 
reporting.

•

Defines "autonomous"  to mean a Level 4 or Level 5 driving automation 
system according the the Society of Automotive Engineering 
International's standard for the purposes of autonomous vehicle testing 
requirements.

•

Hearing Date:  3/15/21

Staff: Jennifer Harris (786-7143).

Background:

Distracted Driving Laws. 
  
No person is permitted to drive a motor vehicle equipped with a television viewer, screen, or 
other means of visually receiving a television broadcast when the moving images are visible to 
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the driver while operating the motor vehicle on a public road, except for live video of the motor 
vehicle backing up.  This prohibition does not apply to law enforcement vehicles communicating 
with mobile computer networks. 
  
A person who uses a personal electronic device while driving a motor vehicle on a public 
highway is guilty of a traffic infraction.  "Use" is defined to include watching video on a 
personal electronic device.  "Personal electronic device" is defined as any portable electronic 
device that is capable of wireless communication or electronic data retrieval and is not 
manufactured primarily for hands-free use in a motor vehicle.  It includes, but is not limited to, a 
cell phone, tablet, laptop, two-way messaging device, or electronic game.
 
It is a secondary traffic infraction to drive dangerously distracted, which is defined as engaging 
in an activity not related to the operation of a motor vehicle in a manner that interferes with the 
safe operation of the motor vehicle.
 
Autonomous Vehicle Testing Pilot Program.
 
In 2017 the Governor issued Executive Order 17-02, which authorized pilot programs for the 
testing of autonomous vehicles (AVs).  The Executive Order authorized the testing of AVs both 
with and without a human operator present as part of the pilot program.
 
 
To test an AV under the DOL's AV self-certification testing pilot program, the testing entity 
must:

hold an umbrella liability insurance policy that covers the entity in an amount of not less 
than $5 million per occurrence for damages by reason of bodily injury or death or property 
damage caused by the operation of an AV included in the AV self-certification testing 
pilot program; and

•

maintain proof of this policy with the DOL in a form and manner specified by the DOL.•
 
As of October 1, 2021, in order to test an AV on public roadways under the DOL's AV self-
certification testing pilot program, the following information must be provided by the self-
certifying entity testing the AV:

contact information specified by the DOL;•
local jurisdictions where testing is planned;•
the vehicle identification numbers (VINs) of the AVs being tested, provided that the 
vehicles are mandated to have VINs by state or federal law; and

•

proof of an insurance policy that meets the requirements for AVs participating in the pilot 
program (see below for details).

•

 
Also as of October 1, 2021, by February 1 of each year, self-certifying entities testing AVs must 
submit a report to the DOL that includes information from the prior calendar year on:

vehicle collisions that involve an autonomous motor vehicle during testing on a public 
roadway and that are required by law to be reported to law enforcement; and

•
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moving violations for which a traffic citation or infraction was issued that involve an 
autonomous motor vehicle during testing on a public roadway

•

 
Once these requirements are in effect, the DOL must provide public access to the information 
reported by self-certifying entities, and must provide an annual report to the House of 
Representatives and Senate transportation committees summarizing the information reported by 
self-certifying entities.
 
As of October 1, 2021, the self-certifying entity testing the AV on public roadways must provide 
written notice in advance of testing to every local and state law enforcement agency with 
jurisdiction over any of the public roadways on which testing will occur in the applicable 
jurisdictions.  For testing primarily on limited access highways during which the AV will travel 
through multiple local jurisdictions, which may include the limited incidental use of other 
roadways, the self-certifying entity is only required to provide written notice to the Washington 
State Patrol. 
 
Society of Automotive Engineering International Standards. 
 
The Society of Automotive Engineering International (SAE) is an international association of 
engineers and related technical experts in the aerospace, automotive, and commercial-vehicle 
industries.  The SAE has developed international standard J3016 related to automated driving 
that include Levels 1 to 5 of driving automation—Level 0 meaning no automation to Level 5 
meaning full vehicle autonomy.  The SAE standard J3016 was incorporated in the United States 
Department of Transportation's federal automated vehicles policy in 2016.

Summary of Substitute Bill:

The prohibition on driving a motor vehicle equipped with a television viewer, screen, or other 
means of visually receiving a television broadcast when moving images are visible to the driver 
is removed.
 
The date related to the following AV testing requirements is moved from October 1, 2021, to 
October 1, 2022:  providing certain testing information (as specified above) to the DOL, collision 
and moving violation reporting, and annual reporting to the transportation committees of the 
Legislature by the DOL.
 
"Autonomous" is defined to mean a Level 4 or Level 5 driving automation system according the 
the Society of Automotive Engineering International's standard, as of October 1, 2022, or on a 
date provided in rule by the DOL  These levels of automation are that levels do not require the 
driver to take over driving from the vehicle while it is operating in an autonomous mode with its 
automated driving features activated.

Appropriation:  None.
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Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed, except for section 2, relating to the regulation of autonomous vehicle testing, which takes 
effect October 1, 2022.
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