HOUSE BILL REPORT
SB 5198

As Passed House:
March 24, 2021

Title: An act relating to personnel restrictions on ambulancesin rural areas.
Brief Description: Easing ambulance restrictionsin rural areas.
Sponsors. Senators Schoesler, Dozier, Honeyford, King, Short and Warnick.
Brief History:
Committee Activity:
Health Care & Wellness: 3/11/21, 3/17/21 [DP].

Floor Activity:
Passed House: 3/24/21, 98-0.

Brief Summary of Bill

 Allows associations made up entirely of two or more municipalitiesin
rural areas to use ambulance drivers with no medical or first aid training
under certain circumstances.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH CARE & WELLNESS
Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 14 members. Representatives Cody, Chair;
Bateman, Vice Chair; Schmick, Ranking Minority Member; Caldier, Assistant Ranking
Minority Member; Bronoske, Davis, Harris, Macri, Maycumber, Riccelli, Simmons,
Stonier, Tharinger and Y barra.
Staff: Jim Morishima (786-7191).

Background:

Ambulances must operate with sufficient personnel for adequate patient care. At least one
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of the personnel must be an emergency medical technician, who is responsible for
ambulance operation and the care of patients. Generally, the driver of the ambulance must
have at |east a certificate of advanced first aid qualification, which may be obtained by
demonstrating compl etion of advanced Red Cross training or its equivalent.

The driver is not required to have a certificate in two circumstances. First, the driver does
not have to have a certificate if there are at least two certified emergency medical
technicians in attendance of the patient. Second, with approval by the Department of
Health, an ambulance service established by a volunteer or municipal corporationinarura
area with insufficient personnel may use adriver without any medical or first aid training if
the driver:

* isatleast 18 yearsold;

* passes a background check;

» possesses avalid driver's license with no restrictions,

* isaccompanied by a nondriving emergency medical technician while operating the

ambulance during a response or transport of a patient; and
» only provides medical care to patients to the level he or sheis trained.

Summary of Bill:

The types of entities that may use an ambulance driver with no medical or first aid training
are expanded to include an association made up entirely of two or more municipalitiesin a
rural areawith insufficient personnel. Such an association may utilize adriver with no
medical or first aid training under the same conditions as a volunteer or municipal
corporation.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the
bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) Rural communities sometimes have trouble getting ambulance drivers. There
isalready an exception for this. This bill expands the existing exception to apply to
multiple communities.

(Opposed) None.

Persons Testifying: Representative Schmick.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: None.
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