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HB 1973
Brief Description:  Concerning the recording of school board meetings.

Sponsors:  Representatives Rude, Dolan, Eslick, Sutherland and Gilday.

Brief Summary of Bill

Specifies that a public records request for recordings of meetings of a 
school district board of directors must include the date of the meetings 
requested.

•

Provides that searches for public records need not include recordings of 
school district board meetings unless a date is given.

•

Requires all school district board meetings to be audio recorded, subject 
to exceptions for executive sessions and emergencies, with recordings 
kept for five years.

•

Hearing Date:  1/24/22

Staff: Jason Zolle (786-7124).

Background:

The Public Records Act. 
The Public Records Act (PRA) generally requires state and local governmental entities to make 
many government records available to the public upon request.  There are, however, over 500 
statutory exemptions for certain records or information contained in records.
 
A request under the PRA must be for identifiable records.  A person cannot request all or 

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.

Washington State  
House of Representatives  
Office of Program Research

HB 1973- 1 -House Bill Analysis



substantially all of the records of an agency.  A person may, however, request all of the records 
regarding a particular topic or containing a particular keyword or name.
 
The Open Public Meetings Act. 
The Open Public Meetings Act (OPMA) requires many governmental entities to conduct their 
meetings in public.  Any member of the public is entitled to attend a meeting subject to the 
OPMA without having to provide a name or fulfill any other condition.  Governing bodies may 
not vote by secret ballot, and minutes of these meetings are open to public inspection.
 
The OPMA permits governmental entities to conduct meetings at sites other than the regular 
meeting site in emergency situations.  Notice requirements do not apply to such meetings.
 
Governing bodies are permitted to hold nonpublic executive sessions for limited purposes.  
These purposes include:

considering certain matters related to national security or a data security breach;•
considering real estate purchases or sales, when doing so publicly would affect the price;•
reviewing negotiations on publicly bid contracts, when doing so would increase costs;•
evaluating the performance of, or complaints or charges brought against, a public officer 
or employee;

•

evaluating the qualifications of job applicants or candidates to appoint to elective office;•
discussing certain matters with legal counsel related to enforcement actions, litigation, 
or—in certain circumstances—potential litigation; and

•

considering certain grant applications and grant awards.•

Summary of Bill:

The PRA. 
A PRA request for recordings of meetings of a school district board of directors must specify the 
date of the meetings requested.  When a school district is searching for and providing records in 
response to a PRA request, the district must only consider whether the date of a meeting has been 
given.
 
It is not a violation of the PRA if the school district is unable to provide a recording of a school 
district board meeting because of technical issues.
 
The OPMA. 
All regular and special meetings of a school district board of directors at which a final action is 
taken or formal public testimony is accepted must be audio recorded, except for:

executive sessions; and•
meetings conducted in an emergency situation.•

 
The audio recordings must include comments made by the directors and the public, if formal 
public testimony was accepted.  Audio recordings must be kept for at least five years.
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It is not a violation of the OPMA if the school district attempts to record a meeting in good faith 
but, due to technological issues, a recording is not made or is unintelligible in whole or part.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 19, 2022.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect on June 30, 2023.

HB 1973- 3 -House Bill Analysis


