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Brief Description:  Prohibiting active shooter scenarios for school safety-related drills.

Sponsors:  House Committee on Education (originally sponsored by Representative Walen).

House Committee on Education
Senate Committee on Early Learning & K-12 Education

Background:

Schools must conduct at least one safety-related drill per month.  The drills must teach 
students basic responses for shelter-in-place, lockdown, and evacuation, terms defined as 
follows:

"shelter-in-place" is used to limit the exposure of students and staff to hazardous 
materials, such as chemical, biological, or radiological contaminants, released into the 
environment by isolating the inside environment from the outside.

•

"lockdown" is used to isolate students and staff from threats of violence, such as 
suspicious trespassers or armed intruders, that may occur in a school or in the vicinity 
of a school.

•

"evacuation" is used to move students and staff away from threats, such as fires, oil 
train spills, lahars, or tsunamis.

•

 
The drills must also incorporate an earthquake drill.  Schools in mapped lahars or tsunami 
hazard zones must include a pedestrian evacuation drill.

Summary:

School lockdown drills may not include live simulations or reenactments of active shooter 
scenarios that are not trauma-informed and age and developmentally appropriate.

Votes on Final Passage:

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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House 69 27
Senate 30 18

Effective: June 9, 2022
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