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Brief Description:  Eliminating lunch copays for students who qualify for reduced-price 
lunches.

Sponsors:  Representatives Berg, Gregerson, Berry, Wicks, Chopp, Valdez, Morgan, Sells, 
Fitzgibbon, Orwall, Santos, Ryu, Peterson, Rude, Maycumber, Shewmake, Stokesbary, 
Ormsby, Lovick, Stonier, Bergquist, Bateman, Lekanoff, Callan, Frame, Riccelli, Pollet and 
Harris-Talley.

House Committee on Appropriations
Senate Committee on Early Learning & K-12 Education
Senate Committee on Ways & Means

Background:

Child Nutrition Programs.
 
The United States Department of Agriculture subsidizes several child nutrition programs, 
which the state administers to provide healthy food to children.  The programs include the 
National School Lunch Program (NSLP), the School Breakfast Program (SBP), the Child 
and Adult Care Food Program, the Summer Food Service Program, the Fresh Fruit and 
Vegetable Program, and the Special Milk Program.  The NSLP and the SBP are federally 
assisted meal programs operating in public and nonprofit private schools and residential 
child care institutions.  The programs provide nutritionally balanced, low-cost or free 
lunches to children each school day.
 
Free and Reduced-Price Meals.
 
To qualify for free meals, a student's family income must be at or below 130 percent of the 
federal poverty level.  Students whose families have an income between 130 percent and 
185 percent of the federal poverty level are eligible for reduced-price meals (up to 40 cents 
per lunch).  Students whose families earn more than 185 percent of the poverty level pay 
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full price, but the meals in all cases are federally subsidized to some extent.

Summary:

Beginning with the 2021-22 school year, lunch copays for students qualifying for reduced-
price lunches are eliminated.

Votes on Final Passage:

House 95 1
Senate 46 3

Effective: July 25, 2021
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