
FINAL BILL REPORT
SHB 1225

C 68 L 21
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description:  Concerning school-based health centers.

Sponsors:  House Committee on Health Care & Wellness (originally sponsored by 
Representatives Stonier, Bateman, Lekanoff, Johnson, J., Davis, Cody, Santos, Thai, Ortiz-
Self, Ormsby, Valdez, Riccelli and Tharinger).

House Committee on Health Care & Wellness
House Committee on Appropriations
Senate Committee on Health & Long Term Care
Senate Committee on Ways & Means

Background:

A school-based health center (SBHC) is a student-focused health center located in or 
adjacent to a school that typically provides integrated medical, behavioral health, and other 
health care services.  An SBHC is usually a collaboration between the community, the 
school, and a health care sponsor.  The health care sponsor may be a community clinic or 
health care system, hospital, public health department, or tribal program.  Under this model, 
the health care sponsor staffs and manages operations of the SBHC according to the school 
and community's needs and resources.  The SBHCs typically are staffed by a primary care 
provider, behavioral health care provider, and clinic coordinator, although dental and other 
health professionals may also provide services.  According to the Washington School-Based 
Health Alliance, there are more than 50 SBHCs throughout the state, 30 of which are 
established in Seattle public middle and high schools. 

Summary:

The Department of Health must establish a school-based health center (SBHC) program 
office with the objective to expand and sustain the availability of services to students with a 
focus on historically underserved populations.  The program office must:

develop, in partnership with a statewide nonprofit organization, grant funding criteria •
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and metrics for monitoring and evaluating grant recipients;
award grant funding for SBHCs' planning, start-up costs, and ongoing operations 
costs;

•

monitor and evaluate SBHCs that receive grant funding;•
partner with the statewide nonprofit organization to provide training and technical 
assistance to SBHCs; and

•

coordinate with the statewide nonprofit organization, educational service districts, the 
Health Care Authority, hosting school districts, and the Office of the Insurance 
Commissioner to provide support to SBHCs.

•

Votes on Final Passage:

House 60 36
Senate 29 20

Effective: July 25, 2021
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