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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description:  Concerning the retirement age for state guard members.

Sponsors:  Representatives Lovick, Klippert, Ryu, Goodman, MacEwen and Orwall.

House Committee on Housing, Human Services & Veterans
Senate Committee on State Government & Elections

Background:

The Washington State Guard (Guard) is a military unit organized under the Washington 
State Military Department.  Members of the Guard are volunteers and serve under the 
direction of the state's Adjutant General.  Guard members are available to serve the 
Governor in place of the National Guard in the event that the National Guard in Washington 
is called into federal service.  The Governor may also call the Guard into state service in 
other instances, including natural disasters, search and rescue, or recovery operations.
 
The Adjutant General sets the term of enlistment in the Guard.  However, an applicant may 
not be enlisted if the original term of enlistment cannot be completed before the applicant 
reaches the age of 64.  The Adjutant General may extend the service age upon request by an 
active member of the Guard if the Adjutant General determines the member's extension 
would be in the best interest of the Guard.  Extensions are for a one-year duration and may 
be renewed until the member reaches age 68.

Summary:

The age limit on enlistment to the Guard is eliminated.  The Adjutant General or the 
Adjutant General's designee may extend a Guard member's service age for a two-year 
duration upon the request of an active member of the Guard.  An extension may be renewed 
beyond age 64 if:          

the member is physically and mentally capable of completing all assigned mission •

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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tasks; and
the Washington State Guard Officer Review Board recommends the extension.•

Votes on Final Passage:

House 98 0
House 95 0
Senate 47 0

Effective: June 9, 2022

Partial Veto Summary:  The Governor vetoed the emergency clause of the bill.

HB 1122- 2 -House Bill Report


