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SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL 5076

State of Washington 66th Legislature 2019 Regular Session

By Senate State Government, Tribal Relations & Elections (originally
sponsored by Senators Kuderer, Palumbo, Wellman, Hunt, Darneille,
Hasegawa, Nguyen, Saldafia, and Pedersen)

READ FIRST TIME 02/05/19.

AN ACT Relating to voter eligibility for persons who have been
convicted of a felony offense and are not 1in custody of the

department of corrections; and amending RCW 29A.08.520 and 10.64.140.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 29A.08.520 and 2013 ¢ 11 s 19 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) For a felony conviction in a Washington state court, the
right to vote is ((prewvisitermallty)) restored as long as the person is
not under the authority of the department of corrections. For a
felony conviction in a federal court or any state court other than a

Washington state court, the right to vote is restored as long as the

person is no longer incarcerated.
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+5)r)) At least ((twiee—a—yea¥r)) once a month, the secretary of

state shall compare the 1list of registered voters to a 1list of
((£etens)) persons who are not eligible to vote as provided in
subsection((s)) (1) ((ame——3))) of this section. If a registered
voter 1s not eligible to vote as provided in this section, the
secretary of state or county auditor shall confirm the match through
a ((daete—eof—Ppirth)) comparison of, if available, the name, date of

birth, last known address and county of residence, and driver's

license number or the last four digits of the social security number,

and suspend the voter registration from the official state voter
registration 1list. The secretary of state or county auditor shall
send to the person at his or her last known voter registration
address and at the department of corrections, if the person is under
the authority of the department, a notice of the proposed
cancellation and an explanation of the reqguirements for
( (provisteonatty—and—permanentlsy)) restoring the right to vote and
reregistering. To the extent possible, the secretary of state shall
time the comparison required by this subsection to allow notice and

cancellation of wvoting rights for 1ineligible voters prior to a

primary or general election.
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+7+)) (3) For the purposes of this section, a person is under the
authority of the department of corrections if the person is((=+
+=))) serving a sentence of confinement in the custody of the

department of corrections ((+—e=

person serving a term of community custody is not considered to be in

the custody of the department for purposes of this section unless the

person 1is returned to confinement for a violation of community

custody pursuant to RCW 9.94A.633(2).

Sec. 2. RCW 10.64.140 and 2009 ¢ 325 s 5 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) When a person is convicted of a felony and sentenced to a

term of confinement in the custody of the department of corrections,

the court shall require the defendant to sign a statement
acknowledging that:
(a) The defendant's right to vote has been lost due to the felony

conviction and sentence to a term of confinement;

(b) If the defendant is registered to wvote, the voter
registration will be canceled;

(c) The right to vote 1is ((previstermaltly)) restored as long as
the defendant 1is not wunder the authority of the department of
corrections;

(d) The defendant must reregister before voting; and
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4¢¥)) Voting before the right is restored is a class C felony
under RCW 29A.84.660.

(2) For the purposes of this section, a person 1is under the
authority of the department of corrections if the person is((=+

+=))) serving a sentence of confinement in the custody of the

department of corrections ((+—e®

person serving a term of community custody is not considered to be in

the custody of the department for purposes of this section unless the

person 1is returned to confinement for a violation of community
custody pursuant to RCW 9.94A.633(2).

--- END ---
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