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HOUSE BILL 2432

State of Washington 66th Legislature 2020 Regular Session
By Representatives Klippert and Goodman

Read first time 01/14/20. Referred to Committee on Local Government.

AN ACT Relating to coroners; amending RCW 36.16.030 and
68.50.104; adding new sections to chapter 36.24 RCW; adding a new
section to chapter 43.101 RCW; and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 36.24
RCW to read as follows:

Within twelve months of assuming office, a person who files a
declaration of candidacy for the office of coroner or county medical
examiner must have a certificate of completion of medicolegal
forensic investigation training that complies with the standards
adopted for the medicolegal training academy adopted by the criminal
justice training commission in conjunction with the Washington
association of coroners and medical examiners pursuant to section 3

of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 36.24
RCW to read as follows:

Except those run by a county prosecutor, all county coroner's
offices and medical examiner's offices must be accredited by either

the international association of coroners and medical examiners or
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the national association of medical examiners no later than July 1,

2024, and maintain continued accreditation thereafter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 43.101
RCW to read as follows:

(1) All elected coroners, persons serving as coroners, medical
examiners, and all other medicolegal investigative personnel employed
by a county coroner's or medical examiner's office must successfully
complete medicolegal forensic investigation training through the
medicolegal training academy program within twelve months of being
elected, appointed, or employed unless otherwise exempted by the
commission. This section does not apply to elected prosecutors who
are coroners in their counties.

(2) The commission, in conjunction with the Washington
association of coroners and medical examiners, shall develop the
medicolegal forensic investigation training curriculum and adopt the
standards for the medicolegal training academy and any exemption from
the requirement to complete the medicolegal training academy.

(3) The commission must certify successful completion of the
medicolegal training academy or exemption from the medicolegal
training academy within sixty days from the receipt of proof of
completion or request for exemption.

(4) The medicolegal forensic investigation training required
under this section must:

(a) Meet the recommendations of the national commission on
forensic science for certification and accreditation; and

(b) Satisfy the requirements for training on the subject of
sudden, unexplained child death including, but not limited to, sudden
infant death syndrome developed pursuant to RCW 43.103.100 and
missing persons protocols pursuant to RCW 43.103.110.

(5) Certification under this section 1is a condition of continued

employment in a coroner's or medical examiner's office.

Sec. 4. RCW 36.16.030 and 2015 ¢ 53 s 61 are each amended to
read as follows:

Except as provided elsewhere in this section, 1in every county
there shall be elected from among the qualified wvoters of the county
a county assessor, a county auditor, a county <clerk, a county

coroner, three county commissioners, a county prosecuting attorney, a

county sheriff, and a county treasurer ( (—execept—that—in—ecach—county

p. 2 HB 2432



=N

ah 11

O A A

Y S S U, A SR A

oo
LSOO

SRR, [,

(=8

a1+t
W LTIt

T

[ § § & npu mpu g

o COoOTOITTT

O CIIaolt o1 Cy CITO oIt

pYMDU LA T LUILT

=

O A

£ 2
7 I N S W S

Sz
AP ey

=N

P |

sz

rr

S

ISR S IR
PpPTrostCoTtTIig

i

C UL UIITT 1

LA

[SF ¥ Y@ pu npu

AT LCULITITY

I

[Cryaws

LT T TT

O AN A

£ 2
|\ S I N W

S
CUUITTCIITTOT

o

ol

sz

rr

4

P
r/L\JQCle.,_LlL\j

o

LN

UL UTITT L

T2x

e ye)

olrc L T

AT LULITITY

I

moTrCy

IS + o~
T WIrLTCTT

g,
- LT T O CIUIT

S+ + ] nAaszt e

a T

n 1 o
LS

1
(=8 UL UTIT L

[ i 8wy

EAZI ST

1=

T

I

— LT T TT Uy

| 3 s e iy

r
T

zh

ISP-SEESE RS
coTITCTy WTIT

Stz
alry

0N 20N
T OULT 20U,

20N

Z 1Y

ROTAT
FRuwA A

N Nroaszs A~ A EIEN
POVt

£ o
O I T

I

TIT

I

S

19t 17
coTITcTy

h o
cIrc

i

PPN NN
/N S W pu Ny § & 3 ¥ O woa

=
L

LI,
LT T o U OTIUIT

o

oY

no

r
UL UTIT L

o
A -

£ o
|\ S S S W wey

h
T

11
12

Y
TLrr

nact A
CTraotTtTtO

=

[N SR U i Gy Bp Wb i §

.
T

ITOoT Moot

P SRS hoao
oo citforTcy TS

PRI

P

et o
J_C\jJ_Q_]_ul,_LVC

nao e

r
UL UTITT T

o

ot
o LT T T TT

2N
CcIIc

nao e

1
UL U Ly

o

L

£ o
oL I T

2 2N
CcIIc

K

E
MM T TTCTLTIT

m

Ry

ne

A~
OO IIalrrcT™

13
14

£ £ ~ h ream g Ao + ]
O crrC— IO T—OT cIr< cCTIt T-OT WIT T CIT 1IT

oL L CTT

n

O
[E SR Y § N @ R S i 1T

r

[SF § Y@ pu mpu m

naoasz+ at o n
X T T CCT Ot

+ ]
cIrc

LA - LT T T TCTTH a T

r ok 11 2N
[ 3 & g mpu m

n

an
T CUOTUOIITCTT

e+
oo T

a
A

ot

T I
WO

ah
[oF ¥

15
16
17
18

county with a

In a

)) .

thousand
the

=

n

r
UL UTIT T

o

ah 11 =N 1SN Sz £~
[ 5 & g ngu m j wA cIIc ot CT0O

Iz

+ + o
(SIS L i = g v

county
with

the
coroner

more,

of

or
medical examiner system and appoint a medical examiner as specified

fifty
replace

hundred

two

of

population

office a

authority may

legislative

19
20

have five county
and 36.32.055 through

may

county

36.24.190. A noncharter
in RCW 36.32.010

RCW
commissioners

36.32.0558.

in

21

provided

as

22
23

104 and 2019 ¢ 317 s 4 are each amended to

50

RCW 68.

5
read as follows

Sec.

24

25
26

The cost of autopsy shall be borne by the county in which the

(1)

autopsy

requested by the department of

except when

performed,

is

27

the department shall bear the

in which case,

labor and industries,

28

cost of such autopsy.

29

subsection, when the

of this
it shall be reimbursed from the

)

b

county bears the cost of an autopsy,

(

Except as provided in

30

31

.79.445, as

established by RCW 43

investigations account,

death

32

follows

33
34

the

contracting for

of

cost
services of a pathologist to perform an autopsy

forty percent of the

Up to

)

(i

.
4

35

of

salary

of the

percent

thirty

pathologists who are primarily engaged in performing autopsies and

))

((

Up to

(11)

36

37

employees

(B)

or

county coroners or county medical examiners,

(A)
of a county coroner or county medical examiner

are

38

and

.
4

39

HB 2432



O I o U b w NN

11
12
13
14

15
16

(iii) One hundred percent of the cost of autopsies conducted
under RCW 70.54.450.

(b) When the county bears the cost of an autopsy of a child under
the age of three whose death was sudden and unexplained, the county
shall be reimbursed for the expenses of the autopsy when the death
scene investigation and the autopsy have been conducted under RCW
43.103.100 (4) and (5), and the autopsy has been done at a facility
designed for the performance of autopsies.

(3) Payments from the account shall be made pursuant to biennial
appropriation: PROVIDED, That no county may reduce funds appropriated
for this purpose below 1983 budgeted levels. Where the county

coroner's office or county medical examiner's office is not certified

pursuant to section 3 of this act, the treasurer's office shall

withhold autopsy reimbursement funds until certification is achieved.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Section 4 of this act takes effect January
1, 2027.

--- END ---
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