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HOUSE BILL 2215

State of Washington 66th Legislature 2020 Regular Session
By Representative MacEwen

Prefiled 12/06/109. Read first time 01/13/20. Referred to Committee
on State Government & Tribal Relations.

AN ACT Relating to transferring requirements to maintain records
for commercial ©political advertising to the public disclosure
commission; and amending RCW 42.17A.260 and 42.17A.345.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 42.17A.260 and 2019 c 428 s 23 are each amended to
read as follows:
(1) The sponsor of political advertising shall file a special

report to the commission within twenty-four hours of, or on the first

working day after, the date the political advertising is first

( (pubtished—maited;—or—-otherwise)) presented to the public((—FFf—%he
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+3))) The special report must include:
(a) The name and address of the ((persenrmaking—the-espenditure))

sponsor;
(b) The name and address of ((Ehe—perseon—to—whom—theexpenditure
was—made)) the company or organization from whom the advertising was

purchased and, except as specified in subsection (3) of this section,

each commercial advertiser who has accepted or provided the

advertising;

(c) A detailed description of the ((expenditure)) political
advertising;

(d) The date the ( (expenditure—was—made——and) ) political

advertising was purchased and, if known, the date the political

advertising was first published or otherwise presented to the public;

(e) The ((amourt—eof—the—esxpenditure)) total cost and manner of

payment for the political advertising; and

(f) The name of the candidate supported or opposed by the
( (expendityre)) political advertising, the office being sought by the
candidate, and whether the ((expenditgre)) political advertising
supports or opposes the candidate; or the name of the ballot
proposition supported or opposed by the ((expenditwre)) political
advertising, and whether the ((expenditure)) political advertising
supports or opposes the ballot proposition ( (+—and

+e—Anyother infeormationthe commission may reguire by —rute)) .

(3) If at the time the sponsor files the special report the

sponsor does not know which commercial advertisers will be presenting

the advertising, the sponsor must indicate that in the special report

and supplement the special report with that information within

twenty—four hours of, or on the first working day after, that

information becomes known.
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political advertising are subject to the requirements of this

section. The commission may determine that reports filed pursuant to
this section also satisfy the requirements of RCW 42.17A.255.
(5) ((Fhre)) If the political advertising reportable under this

section also qualifies as an independent expenditure supporting a

candidate or opposing that candidate's opponent, the sponsor ((ef

i g . reguired +toreport under +this seetion)) shall

file with each required report an affidavit or declaration of the

person responsible for making the independent expenditure that the
expenditure was not made in cooperation, consultation, or concert
with, or at the request or suggestion of, the candidate, the
candidate's authorized committee, or the candidate's agent, or with
the encouragement or approval of the candidate, the candidate's

authorized committee, or the candidate's agent.

Sec. 2. RCW 42.17A.345 and 2019 ¢ 428 s 26 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) ((Baek)) The commission shall use the reports filed pursuant

to RCW 42.17A.260 to create and maintain a record of each commercial

advertiser who has accepted or provided political advertising ((ee

by—rute—that)). These records shall be open for public inspection

during normal business hours during the campaign and for a period of
no less than five years after the date of the applicable election.
The ((doecuments—and—books—oef——aeceeunt)) commission's records shall
specify:

(a) The names and addresses of persons from whom ((+£)) each

commercial advertiser accepted political advertising ((er

eteetioneering—communieations));

(b) The exact nature and extent of the services rendered; and

(c) The total cost and the manner of payment for the services.
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(2) ((Ae—=Fhe regquest—of —the——~ceommissie commerae A
aevertiser—reguired—to—compty with subsection{(H—of —thisseection))
Upon request, the commission shall provide ((teo—the—ecommission))

copies of the information that must be maintained and be open for

public inspection pursuant to subsection (1) of this section.

p. 3 HB 2215



(3) The commission may satisfy the disclosure reguirements of

this section by posting the records required by subsection (1) of

this section online for the public to access.

--- END ---
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