
FINAL BILL REPORT
SJR 8200

Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description:  Amending the state Constitution to provide governmental continuity during 
emergency periods resulting from a catastrophic incident.

Sponsors:  Senators Takko, Zeiger, Rolfes, Hobbs, O'Ban, Keiser, Warnick, Hunt, Pedersen, 
Bailey, Conway, McCoy, Carlyle, Frockt, Palumbo and Van De Wege.

Senate Committee on State Government, Tribal Relations & Elections
House Committee on Housing, Community Development & Veterans
House Committee on Appropriations

Background:  Article II section 42 of the Washington State Constitution provides the 
Legislature with the power to enact legislation in order to ensure continuity of state and local 
governmental operations during a period of an emergency resulting from enemy attack, that 
provides for prompt and temporary succession to the powers and duties of public offices 
when the incumbents and legal successors may become unavailable for carrying on the 
powers and duties of the offices.

Washington's Continuity of Government Act provides direction for the continuity of 
government and operations in the event of an attack taken against the United States in the 
state of Washington.   An "attack" means any act of warfare taken by an enemy of the United 
States causing substantial damage or injury to persons or property in the United States and 
the state of Washington. 

Summary:  An amendment is proposed to Article II section 42 of the state Constitution that 
would authorize the Legislature, in order to ensure continuity of state and local government, 
to enact legislation providing for prompt and temporary succession to the powers and duties 
of public offices, and enact other measures as may be necessary during periods of emergency 
resulting from a catastrophic incident or enemy attack.

Votes on Final Passage:  

Senate 37 11
House 91 7

Effective:  The Joint Resolution takes effect if approved by the voters at the next general 
election.
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This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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