
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6600

As of February 5, 2020

Title:  An act relating to requiring state hospitals to undergo the same licensure and inspection 
by the department of health as private psychiatric hospitals.

Brief Description:  Requiring licensure of state hospitals.

Sponsors:  Senators O'Ban, Becker, Rivers, Walsh, Zeiger and Ericksen.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Behavioral Health Subcommittee to Health & Long Term Care:  

2/07/20.

Brief Summary of Bill

�

�

Requires all state hospitals to be licensed in the same manner as private 
psychiatric hospitals by June 30, 2021.

Allows a state hospital to be deemed to meet licensure standards by 
achieving accreditation by the federal Medicare program or a national 
accreditation agency.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SUBCOMMITTEE TO HEALTH 
& LONG TERM CARE

Staff:  Kevin Black (786-7747)

Background:  Licensing of Private Establishments. The Department of Health (DOH) 
regulates "establishments" which are defined as places receiving or caring for persons with 
mental illness or substance use disorder.  To become licensed to operate an establishment, a 
person must receive a certificate of need for the project, obtain approval of facility plans 
under the construction review process, obtain approval from the state director of fire 
protection, and successfully complete a DOH survey of the facility.  Establishments must 
comply with DOH regulations regarding clinical facilities, patient care services, staffing, 
patient safety, clinical records, and pharmacy and medication services. 

DOH may conduct inspections at any time to determine compliance with establishment 
standards.  DOH may issue a statement of deficiencies if it finds the establishment is not in 
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compliance with operating standards.  Failure to correct the deficiencies may result in denial, 
suspension, modification, or revocation of the establishment license.

Sanctions for Health Care Facilities. DOH licenses several types of health care facilities, 
including hospitals, establishments, and ambulatory surgical facilities.  If an inspection or 
survey identifies noncompliance with health care facility standards, DOH may require the 
facility to submit a correction plan to address each of the deficiencies.  DOH may also, for 
good cause, deny, suspend, revoke, or modify a license or provisional license.  In the case of 
ambulatory surgical facilities, DOH may assess civil monetary penalties up to $1,000 per 
violation. Operating an establishment without a license may result in imprisonment and a fine 
of to $1,000. 

Summary of Bill:  All state hospitals in Washington must be licensed by DOH in the same 
manner as private psychiatric hospitals by June 30, 2021, and subject to oversight and 
inspection.  

A state hospital certified by the federal Medicare program, the Joint Commission, or another 
national accreditation agency is not subject to state inspection if:

�
�
�

an on-site accreditation survey has been conducted during the previous 24 months;
the standards used are substantially equivalent to those used by DOH; and 
DOH receives copies of the survey reports directly from the agency and they indicate 
compliance with DOH's licensure requirements.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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