
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6588

As of February 7, 2020

Title:  An act relating to revising the name, term, membership, and duties of the children's 
mental health work group.

Brief Description:  Updating the children's mental health work group.

Sponsors:  Senators Darneille, Nguyen, Wilson, C., Cleveland and Saldaña.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Behavioral Health Subcommittee to Health & Long Term Care:  

2/07/20.

Brief Summary of Bill

�

�

�

Extends the Children's Mental Health Work Group until 2026 and renames 
it the Children and Youth Behavioral Health Work Group.

Expands the membership of the work group.

Establishes an advisory group on school-based health and suicide 
prevention.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SUBCOMMITTEE TO HEALTH 
& LONG TERM CARE

Staff:  Kevin Black (786-7747)

Background:  Children's Mental Health Work Group. The Children's Mental Health Work 
Group (CMHWG) was established in 2016 and reauthorized in 2018 to identify barriers to 
accessing mental health services for children and families, and to advise the Legislature on 
statewide mental health services for this population.  The Health Care Authority provides 
staff support for CMHWG, which expires in December 2020.

Family, Youth, and System Partner Roundtables. In 2009, the T.R. v. Strange and 
McDermott lawsuit was filed against the state relating to intensive mental health services for 
children enrolled in Medicaid.  A settlement agreement was reached in 2013.  The terms of 
the settlement include the establishment of an interagency governance structure to improve 
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the coordination of and access to services for youth and their families.  This governance 
structure requires Family, Youth, and System Partner Round Tables (FYSPRTs) at the state 
and regional levels.  The FYSPRTs are comprised of family and youth, government, and 
tribal partners, and are tasked with identifying local needs and bringing forward 
recommendations on how to meet those needs.

Summary of Bill:  The bill as referred to committee not considered.

Summary of Bill:  The CMHWG is renamed the Children and Youth Behavioral Health 
Work Group (work group) and its focus is expanded to include behavioral health services for 
children from prenatal up to age 25.  Membership is expanded to include:

� a representative of an organization representing persons with developmental 
disabilities; 

�
�
�
�

two youth representatives; 
a representative of private insurance; 
a representative from the statewide FYSPRTs; and
a substance use disorder professional.

The focus of the work group is altered to encompass youth aged 18 to 25, young children 
prenatally though age 5, and youth mothers.  The work group must convene an advisory 
group focused on school-based behavioral health and suicide prevention.  An annual 
reporting requirement is established staring November 1, 2020.  The expiration of the work 
group is extended six years to December 30, 2026.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  Yes.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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