SENATE BILL REPORT
SSB 6105

As Passed Senate, February 13, 2020
Title: An act relating to efficient administration of state education agencies.
Brief Description: Concerning the administration of state education agencies.

Sponsors: Senate Committee on Early Learning & K-12 Education (originally sponsored by
Senators Hunt, Saldafia and Wilson, C.; by request of Superintendent of Public Instruction).

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Early Learning & K-12 Education: 1/22/20, 1/31/20 [DPS].
Floor Activity:
Passed Senate: 2/13/20, 47-0.

Brief Summary of First Substitute Bill

* Allows the Superintendent of Public Instruction (Superintendent) to
designate a member to serve on certain boards and commissions, rather
than requiring the Superintendent to serve directly.

* Allows the Washington State School Director's Association to conduct
elections for educational service districts and the State Board of
Education, rather than the Superintendent.

* Eliminates the School Facilities Advisory Panel and moves the citizen
members and duties to a technical advisory group convened by the
Superintendent.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON EARLY LEARNING & K-12 EDUCATION

Majority Report: That Substitute Senate Bill No. 6105 be substituted therefor, and the
substitute bill do pass.

Signed by Senators Wellman, Chair; Wilson, C., Vice Chair; Hawkins, Ranking Member;
Hunt, Mullet, Padden, Pedersen, Salomon and Wagoner.

Staff: Alex Fairfortune (786-7416)

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Background: Superintendent of Public Instruction. The Superintendent is a designated, ex-
officio member of a number of boards and commissions, including the Workforce Training
and Coordinating Board, the Board of Natural Resources, and the Washington State Traffic
Safety Commission.

Educational Service District Elections. Educational service districts (ESDs) are regional
agencies intended to provide cooperative services to school districts and to assist the
Superintendent and the State Board of Education in performance of their duties. Each ESD is
governed by a board of seven or nine members who are elected by the school directors within
the ESD to represent board-member districts. Board members serve for four years, and must
be residents of the district they represent. ESD elections are conducted by the
Superintendent.

State Board of Education Elections. The SBE is a sixteen member board that provides
advocacy and strategic oversight of public education, implements an accountability
framework to improve student academic achievement, provides leadership in creating a
personalized education system, and promotes the goals of the Basic Education Act. Of the
sixteen member board, six members are elected to their positions. Two members from the
eastern region of the state and three members from the western region of the state are elected
by public school directors. One member is elected by approved private schools. Elected
board members serve for four years, and must be residents of the regions they represent.
SBE elections are conducted by the Superintendent.

School Facilities Citizen Advisory Panel. The School Facilities Citizen Advisory Panel was
formed by the SBE in 2006 to maintain oversight on issues pertaining to school facilities and
funding for school construction. The panel advises and makes recommendations to the
Superintendent regarding school facilities, funding for school construction, joint planning
and financing of education facilities, facility plans and programs for nonhigh school districts,
and determinations of remote and necessary schools. The membership includes one member
of the SBE, two school district directors, and four citizen members.

The Superintendent also has the authority to convene a technical advisory group, including
representatives from school business officers and other organizations with expertise in school
facilities.

Summary of First Substitute Bill:  Superintendent of Public Instruction.  The
Superintendent may designate a member to serve on the Workforce Training and
Coordinating Board, the Board of Natural Resources, and the Washington State Traffic Safety
Commission, rather than serving directly.

Educational Service District Elections. The executive director of the Washington State
School Director's Association (WSSDA), rather than the Superintendent, will conduct the
ESD elections.

State Board of Education Elections. The WSSDA, rather than the Superintendent, will
conduct the SBE elections.
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School Facilities Citizen Advisory Panel. The School Facilities Advisory Panel created by
the SBE is eliminated, and the citizen members and duties are moved to the technical
advisory group convened by the Superintendent.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members: No.
Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony on Original Bill: The committee recommended a
different version of the bill than what was heard. PRO: This bill looks at how OSPI can be
more efficient and directed. Allowing the Superintendent to provide a designee for several
groups is a good first step. The citizen advisory committee has never met. The concept was
to have citizen input, so this brings those citizens over to the technical advisory council.
There could be an amendment to bring SBE onto the technical advisory council as well.
WSSDA is supportive of the election components, and already has a nominating committee
in place that is willing to get the process going.

OTHER: SBE supports the transfers of elections from OSPI to WSSDA. However, SBE
highly values the participation of the Superintendent and believes it is important that the
Superintendent serves directly. The citizen advisory committee has not been effective but
adding members to the technical advisory group won't solve that problem. The group should
be reconstituted through legislation next year instead.

Persons Testifying: PRO: Senator Sam Hunt, Prime Sponsor; Marissa Rathbone,
Washington State School Directors' Association; Dave Mastin, Office of Superintendent of
Public Instruction.

OTHER: J. Lee Schultz, State Board of Education.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: No one.
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