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Brief Description:  Concerning the presidential primary.

Sponsors:  Senators Hunt, Kuderer, Wellman, Cleveland, McCoy, Dhingra, Saldaña, Billig, 
Mullet, Liias, Conway, Das, Frockt, Keiser and Palumbo.

Senate Committee on State Government, Tribal Relations & Elections
House Committee on State Government & Tribal Relations

Background:  Presidential Preference Primary Dates. Following the 1988 presidential 
election, an issue with the process for selecting delegates to the national political party 
conventions at which presidential candidates are nominated prompted an initiative which was 
adopted by the Legislature establishing a presidential preference primary.  Presidential 
preference primaries were held in 1992, 1996, 2000, 2008, and 2016.

The presidential preference primary is usually held on the fourth Tuesday in May.  The 
Secretary of State may propose an alternative date for the presidential preference primary by 
August 1st of the year before the election is held.  The state committee of a major political 
party may propose an alternative date for the presidential preference primary by August 15th 
of the year before the election is held.

If an alternative date is proposed, a committee composed of the chair and vice chair of each 
major political party, the Secretary of State, the majority and minority leaders of the Senate, 
and the speaker and minority leader of the House of Representatives (the Committee) is 
convened.  If the Committee approves an alternative date by a two-thirds majority by 
October 1st of the year before the election is held, the primary date is changed accordingly.

Ballots for Presidential Preference Primary. The name of a candidate may appear on the 
presidential preference primary ballot by direction of the Secretary of State, if the candidacy 
is generally recognized in the news media, or if members of that candidate's party present a 
petition for nomination of the candidate signed by at least 1000 registered voters of the same 
political party as the candidate.  A petition to nominate a candidate to appear on the 
presidential preference primary ballot must be submitted at least 75 days before the election.  
The Secretary of State must certify the names of candidates on the presidential preference 
primary ballot by the fourth Tuesday in April before the election.

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.

Senate Bill Report ESB 5273- 1 -



Summary:  Presidential Primary Dates. The presidential preference primary is renamed as 
the presidential primary and moved to the second Tuesday in March.  The Secretary of State 
may, by September 1st of the preceding year, propose an alternative date, no earlier than 
permitted by the national rules of major political parties.  The state committee of a major 
political party may propose an alternative date for the presidential primary by September 
15th of the year before the election is held.

Names on the Presidential Primary Ballot. Each party determines which names are placed on 
the presidential primary ballot under that party's banner.  The chair of each party must submit 
the names of candidates to the Secretary of State 63 days before the presidential primary.  
The chair of each party must submit the names of any write-in candidates whose votes will 
be counted for that party seven days before the presidential primary.

Ballots for Presidential Preference Primary. If requested by a party chair 63 days before the 
election, the presidential primary ballot must include a place for voters to indicate a 
preference for having delegates to that party's convention remain uncommitted.  The 
arrangement and form of presidential ballots must be established by rule in consultation with 
major political parties.

Results Certification. Each county canvassing board must certify the results of a presidential
primary election ten days after the election.

Votes on Final Passage:  

Senate 29 18
House 54 42

Effective:  July 28, 2019.
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