SENATE BILL REPORT
HB 2013

As Reported by Senate Committee On:
Transportation, March 2, 2020

Title: An act relating to providing for allied forces veteran remembrance emblems.
Brief Description: Providing for allied forces veteran remembrance emblems.
Sponsors: Representatives Van Werven, Ryu, Kilduff and Eslick.

Brief History: Passed House: 2/19/20, 98-0.
Committee Activity: Transportation: 2/26/20, 3/02/20 [DP, w/oRec].

Brief Summary of Bill

* Allows Washington residents who are veterans of Allied Forces and were
discharged under honorable conditions to apply for and receive Allied
Forces veteran remembrance emblems for display on license plates.

* Requires the Department of Veterans Affairs to certify an applicant's
Allied Forces veteran status.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Majority Report: Do pass.

Signed by Senators Hobbs, Chair; King, Ranking Member; Sheldon, Assistant Ranking
Member; Cleveland, Das, Fortunato, Lovelett, Nguyen, O'Ban, Padden, Randall, Takko,
Wilson, C. and Zeiger.

Minority Report: That it be referred without recommendation.
Signed by Senator Saldafia, Vice Chair.

Staff: Bryon Moore (786-7726)

Background: United States veterans discharged under honorable conditions and individuals
serving on active duty in the United States Armed Forces may purchase a veteran
remembrance emblem or campaign medal emblem for display on license plates. United
States veterans and active duty military personnel who served during periods of war or armed
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conflict may purchase a remembrance emblem depicting campaign ribbons which they were
awarded.

Veterans or active duty military personnel requesting a veteran remembrance emblem or
campaign medal emblem must pay a prescribed fee set by the Department of Licensing
(DOL), show proof of eligibility, and be the legal or registered owner of the vehicle on which
the emblem is to be displayed. DOL must set fees for veteran remembrance and campaign
medal emblems in an amount sufficient to offset the costs of production of the emblems and
the administration of that program by DOL, plus an amount for use by the Department of
Veterans Affairs (DVA). The fee for each emblem may not exceed $25 and is currently set at
$15. Funds provided to DVA may be used for projects that pay tribute to living veterans and
to veterans who have died defending freedom in the nation's wars and conflicts, for the
upkeep and operations of existing memorials, and for planning, acquiring land for, and
constructing future memorials.

Allied Forces are military forces of other countries that are or were allies to and supported
the United States during periods of war or armed conflict. Veterans of Allied Forces who are
now Washington residents are not eligible to receive veteran remembrance emblems or
campaign medal emblems because they do not meet the qualification requirement of showing
proof of United States military service.

Summary of Bill: Washington residents who are veterans of Allied Forces and were
discharged under honorable conditions may apply for and receive Allied Forces veteran
remembrance emblems for display on license plates. DOL is required to create and make
available an Allied Forces veteran remembrance emblem, and the DVA is required to provide
the certification of an applicant's Allied Forces veteran status. Allied Forces veterans
requesting an Allied Forces veteran remembrance emblem must pay a prescribed fee set by
the DOL and provide certification from the DVA that they qualify for the emblem.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members: No.
Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony: PRO: These new license plate emblems will
recognize the service of and honor veterans of the United States' Allied Forces for the
contributions they made to our country. While many immigrants while citizens of their
former country fought along the United States in armed conflicts, they do not qualify for the
current veteran related designations because they were not serving in the United States
military. These emblems are a small gesture to recognize their service. One example are the
Korean soldiers that provided support to the United States in the Vietnam War and are
classified as Korean Augmentation To the United States Army and many of these former
soldiers have subsequently emigrated to Washington State. The individuals receiving these
emblems will have to provide documentation of their service in the armed forces aligned with
the United States.

Senate Bill Report -2- HB 2013



Persons Testifying: PRO: Representative Luanne Van Werven, Prime Sponsor.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: No one.
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