
SENATE BILL REPORT
2SHB 1713

As of June 11, 2019

Title:  An act relating to improving law enforcement response to missing and murdered Native 
American women.

Brief Description:  Improving law enforcement response to missing and murdered Native 
American women.

Sponsors:  House Committee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives 
Mosbrucker, Gregerson, Caldier, Dye, Barkis, Corry, Sells, Lekanoff, Schmick, Orwall, 
Chandler, Hudgins, Ryu, Frame, Jinkins, Ortiz-Self, Peterson, Stanford, Van Werven, 
Tarleton, Valdez, Macri, Pollet and Leavitt).

Brief History:  Passed House:  3/05/19, 98-0.
Committee Activity:  State Government, Tribal Relations & Elections:  3/15/19.

Brief Summary of Bill

�

�

�

Establishes two liaison positions within the Washington State Patrol 
(WSP) for the purpose of building relationships between government and 
native communities. 

Requires the WSP to develop a best practices protocol for law 
enforcement response to missing persons reports for indigenous women 
and other indigenous people. 

Requires the Governor's Office of Indian Affairs to provide the WSP with 
government-to-government training. 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, TRIBAL RELATIONS & 
ELECTIONS

Staff:  Melissa Van Gorkom (786-7491)

Background:  Washington State Patrol Missing and Unidentified Persons Unit. State law 
requires that when a person reported missing has not been found within 30 days of the report, 
or at any time the investigating agency suspects criminal activity to be the basis of the victim 
being missing, the agency conducting the investigation for the missing person must (1) file a 
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missing person's report, (2) initiate the collection of DNA samples, and (3) ask the missing 
person's family or next of kin to give written consent to obtain the missing person's dental 
records.  The WSP Missing and Unidentified Person Unit (MUPU) records and maintains a 
database of missing persons reports and dental data for missing persons in Washington State.  
The WSP MUPU also houses a missing children and endangered person clearinghouse that 
provides services for reporting and investigating missing children and endangered persons. 

Missing Native American Women Study. State law requires WSP conduct a study to increase 
resources for reporting and identifying missing Native American women in the state and 
report to the Legislature by June 1, 2019.  The WSP and the Governor's Office of Indian 
Affairs must convene meetings with tribal and local law enforcement partners, federally 
recognized tribes, and urban Indian organizations to determine the scope of the problem, 
identify barriers, and explore ways of creating partnerships for improved reporting and 
investigation.  The WSP must also work with the federal Department of Justice to increase 
information sharing and coordinate resources.  The report must include: 

�
�
�

data on the number of missing Native American women in the state; 
identification of barriers to providing more state resources to the issue; and 
recommendations, including proposed legislation to address the problem.

Summary of Bill:  Two liaison positions for missing and murdered indigenous women and 
other indigenous persons are established within the WSP to build relationships to increase 
trust between governmental organizations and native communities.  One liaison must reside 
in Western Washington, and one liaison must reside in Eastern Washington. 

The liaisons must have significant experience living in tribal or urban indigenous 
communities and facilitate communications among: 

�
�
�
�
�

Indian tribes and tribal organizations and communities; 
urban Indian organizations and communities; 
tribal liaisons in other state agencies; 
law enforcement agencies at the federal, state, local, and tribal level; and 
nongovernmental entities that provide services to Native American women. 

The WSP must develop a best practices protocol for law enforcement response to missing 
persons reports for indigenous women and other indigenous persons and must include steps 
that law enforcement should take upon receiving a missing persons report for an indigenous 
woman or other indigenous person. 

The Governor's Office of Indian Affairs must provide the WSP with government-to-
government training.

Appropriation:  The bill contains a null and void clause requiring specific funding be 
provided in an omnibus appropriation act.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  This bill is about breaking silence.  WSP did a 
tour last year after passage of HB 2951 which brought out hundreds of people with 
heartbreaking testimony for hours.  During the tour there were three things that the 
stakeholders agreed upon (1) having two tribal liaisons at WSP, one on the East and West to 
serve as an extended hand to the tribes to be a resource, (2) different law enforcement 
agencies look for missing people differently, this bill requires the WSP to make a list that 
should be follow for missing persons, and (3) providing intergovernmental training for any 
person who gets the position at WSP so that they can do the job in a respectful manner.  

Tribes want to work with the WSP and other law enforcement jurisdictions to be a part of the 
solution.  The Centennial Accord provides the foundation and framework for establishing a 
specific agreement among parties, hopefully the WSP will engage through this process to 
draft protocols for law enforcement responses to missing persons reports for indigenous 
women and other indigenous persons.  

This is not a Washington State problem, it is a national and global problem that is being 
addressed across other states, and in Canada.  For family members the historical trauma that 
comes with the missing Native American woman carries from one generation to the other.  
Washington State as leaders can do a lot to protect Native American women.  It is important 
to include representation of urban women and native women and also the inclusion of 
indigenous persons because we want to see all missing persons found.  This bill is about 
fixing that problem and not waiting for another year to start the work.

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Representative Gina Mosbrucker, Prime Sponsor; Representative 
Debra Lekanoff; Joel Boyd, Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation; Linda 
Malanchuk-Finnan, Washington State National Organization for Women; Leland Bill, 
Yakama Nation Tribal Council; Rodney Cawston, Confederated Tribes of the Colville 
Reservation.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  PRO:  Margie Hutchinson, Confederated 
Tribes of the Colville Reservation.
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