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Brief Description:  Concerning first responder agency notifications to schools regarding 

potential threats.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Early Learning & K-12 Education (originally sponsored by 
Senators Padden, Wellman, Zeiger and Frockt).

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

� Requires first responder agencies to notify certain schools, including private schools, 
in certain circumstances where a threat reasonably necessitates an evacuation or 
lockdown. 

Hearing Date:  3/18/19

Staff:  Kelly Leonard (786-7147).

Background: 

School Safety Plans and Drills.  Public schools with any of grades kindergarten through twelve 
(K–12) are required to adopt and implement safe school plans to address disaster prevention, 
intervention, all hazard/crisis response, and post-crisis recovery.  As part of the plans, public 
schools are required to regularly practice three basic functional drills:  shelter-in-place; 
lockdown; and evacuation.  First, a shelter-in-place drill limits the exposure of students and staff
to hazardous materials by isolating the inside environment from the outside environment.  
Second, a lockdown drill isolates students and staff from threats of violence, such as suspicious 
trespassers or armed intruders, that may occur in a school or in the vicinity of the school.  Lastly, 
an evacuation drill moves students and staff away from threats, such as fires and tsunamis.

The 2018 Supplemental Operating Budget included funding for the Office of Superintendent of 
Public Instruction to provide grants to educational service districts and school districts to develop 
or expand regional programs to address student safety.  At a minimum, programs must 
implement a multitier threat assessment system; develop a process for notifying schools,  
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including private schools, of safety emergencies; and make recommendations or implement 
appropriate safety technology consistent with regional needs.

First Responder Mapping Information System. When funded, the Washington Association of 
Sheriffs and Police Chiefs (WASPC) must operate the mapping system.  The mapping system 
provides information to emergency first responders, such as emergency operating procedures, 
response plans, and known hazards.  Schools and other government-owned buildings occupied 
by state or local government employees must be mapped when funding is provided by the 
WASPC or from other sources.  Implementation of safe school plans must be consistent with the 
mapping system and use of the mapping system is required in at least one school safety drill each 
year.

Incident Command System. The Incident Command System (ICS) is a standardized management 
tool for meeting the demands of small or large emergency or nonemergency situations.  When 
the ICS is activated, the incident commander is responsible for all aspects of an emergency 
response, including quickly developing incident objectives, managing all incident operations, 
and applying and allocating resources.  School principals must be certified on the ICS.

Summary of Bill: 

If a first responder agency notifies a K–12 public or private school of a situation that may 
necessitate an evacuation or lockdown, the agency must determine if other schools in the vicinity 
are similarly threatened.  The first responder agency must notify every other known public and 
private K–12 school in the vicinity of which an evacuation or lockdown appears reasonably 
necessary to the agency's incident commander, unless the agency is unable to notify schools due 
to duties directly tied to responding to the incident occurring. 

A first responder agency and its officers, agents, and employees are not liable for any act, or 
failure to act, regarding this requirement unless a first responder agency and its officers, agents,
and employees acted with willful disregard.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available. 

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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