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Brief Description: Ensuring eligible veterans and their dependents qualify for in-state
residency.

Sponsors: Representatives Paul, Dufault, Kilduff, Leavitt, Peterson, Graham, Smith, Davis,
Volz and Ormsby.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Provides in-state residency to students on terminal leave pending separation or
release from active duty from the uniformed services who have veteran education
benefits.

* Provides in-state residency to students who are the spouse or child of an individual
who has separated from the uniformed services with at least 10 years of honorable
service, if the student enrolls in a higher education institution in Washington within
three years of the service member's date of separation.

* Expands in-state residency to students who are eligible for transferred Post-9/11 GI
Bill benefits.

Hearing Date: 1/22/20
Staff: Megan Mulvihill (786-7304).
Background:

Public higher education institutions use state residency to determine whether a student will be
required to pay in-state or out-of-state tuition. Residency typically requires that a financially
independent student establish a Washington domicile for one-year before the first day of
registration for a purpose other than educational. However, residency is also granted to other
categories of students, including active duty military or National Guard members and their
spouses and dependents who meet certain requirements. For example, this includes students:
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* who have separated from the uniformed services with any period of honorable service
after at least 90 days of active duty service, are eligible for veteran education benefits,
and enters a higher education institution in Washington within three years of their date of
separation from the uniformed services;

* who are entitled to veteran education benefits based on their relationship as a spouse,
former spouse, or dependent to an individual who has separated from the uniformed
services with any period of honorable service after at least 90 days of active duty service,
and the student enters a higher education institution in Washington within three years of
the service member's date of separation from the uniformed services; and

* who are entitled to transferred Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits based on their relationship as a
spouse, former spouse, or child to an individual who is on active duty in the uniformed
services.

Summary of Bill:

Eligibility for in-state residency is expanded to the following categories of individuals:

* students on terminal leave pending separation, or release from active duty, from the
uniformed services with any period of honorable service after at least 90 days of active
duty service and are eligible for veteran education benefits;

* students who are the spouse or child of an individual who has separated from the
uniformed services with at least 10 years of honorable service and at least 90 days of
active duty service, and who enters an institution of higher education in Washington
within three years of the service member's date of separation; and

* students who are eligible for, not just entitled to, transferred Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits
based on the student's relationship as a spouse, former spouse, or child to an individual
who is on active duty in the uniformed services.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Requested on January 15, 2020.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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