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Brief Description:  Concerning subscription service legal defense funds.

Sponsors:  Representatives Hoff, Vick, Orcutt and Harris.

Brief Summary of Bill

�

�

�

Excludes a membership subscription that provides legal assistance to members after a 
self-defense incident from the definition of insurer in the state's insurance law.

Prohibits a subscription company's legal assistance plan benefit from paying civil 
damages and associated fines and penalties arising from a self-defense incident.

Prohibits a subscription company member found not guilty by reason of self-defense 
from being reimbursed for legal costs except for lost time and other legal services. 

Hearing Date:  2/5/20

Staff:  Robbi Kesler (786-7153).

Background: 

Insurance Regulation. The Office of the Insurance Commissioner (OIC) regulates insurance 
carriers and insurance products in Washington, including the regulation of persons, property, and 
activities related to insurance.  Under Washington law, insurance is a contract whereby one 
undertakes to indemnify another to pay a specified amount upon determinable contingencies.  
States regulate insurance to ensure that insurers fulfill the contracts they make with consumers.  
States also require insurers and insurance-related businesses to obtain a certificate of authority 
prior to selling products or services. 

Reimbursement for a Person Found Not Guilty by Reason of Self-Defense. Washington law 
provides for reimbursement for all reasonable costs, including loss of time, legal fees incurred, 
and other defense expenses when the trier of fact finds the defendant's self-defense claim is 
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sustained by a preponderance of evidence.  The judge may reduce or deny the award if the trier 
of fact also determines the defendant was engaged in criminal conduct related to the events 
giving rise to the charges filed.  The reimbursement requires a special verdict in the form 
provided in the statute.

Summary of Bill: 

A subscription company providing a self-defense incident legal assistance plan is excluded from 
the definition of an insurer.  A subscription company's legal assistance plan may not pay civil 
damages or associated fines and penalties arising from a self-defense incident.  A member of a 
self-defense legal assistance plan who is found not guilty by reason if self-defense is not eligible
for reimbursement for legal costs, except for lost time and other legal services.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on February 3, 2020.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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