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Brief Description:  Concerning the reorganization of laws related to environmental health 

without making any substantive, policy changes.

Sponsors:  Representative Fitzgibbon.

Brief Summary of Bill

�

�

Recodifies statutes pertaining to environmental health under a new Title 70A of the 
Revised Code of Washington. 

Makes technical changes, including correcting references to the names of accounts, 
statute number citations, and administrative rule number citations.

Hearing Date:  1/13/20

Staff:  Jacob Lipson (786-7196).

Background: 

The Revised Code of Washington. 
The Revised Code of Washington (RCW) is the official compilation of permanent laws enacted 
by the Legislature.  The RCW is broadly topically arranged into titles, each of which contain a 
number of chapters devoted to specific topics. 

Inaccuracies in the RCW may occur in a variety of ways.  Sections may be repealed, recodified, 
or amended in a way that changes their internal numbering, and references to these sections or 
subsections in other provisions of the code then become incorrect.  A bill may change a particular 
term and references to these terms in other provisions of the code become inaccurate, or drafting 
and typographical errors may be made in the drafting process.  In addition, two or more bills may 
amend the same section of the RCW without reference to each other.  These are called "double" 
or "multiple" amendments.  Often there are no substantive conflicts between the multiple 
amendments, and the amendments may be merged, but sometimes merging multiple amendments 
may require restructuring of a section.

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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During the process of adopting administrative rules, state agencies must cite the statutory 
authority upon which the rule is based, and the content of adopted rules often contains references 
to specific statutory provisions.  Ordinances and regulations adopted by cities and counties may 
likewise reference statutory authority or other provisions codified in the RCWs. 

Environmental Laws and Programs. 
Title 70 of the RCW contains 157 chapters of law pertaining to topics of public health and safety. 
Many statutes pertaining to environmental policy topics are codified within Title 70 of the RCW, 
including laws pertaining to air pollution, solid waste management, hazardous waste 
management and cleanup, and hazardous materials in consumer products.  Other laws addressing 
topics related to the environment, such as those addressing radioactive waste management and 
water pollution, are primarily codified in other titles of the RCW.

Summary of Bill: 

New Title 70A of the Revised Code of Washington.
A new Title 70A of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) is created for certain topics 
pertaining to environmental and public health.  Chapters of law currently contained in Title 70 of 
the RCW, as well as a number of chapters contained in other titles, are reorganized and 
recodified as part of the new title.  The current codification of the chapters included in the new 
title, and the subject matter that each chapter addresses, are as follows:
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43.21M Integrated Climate Change Response Strategy.
43.37 Weather Modification
43.145 Northwest interstate compact on low-level radioactive waste 

management.
43.146 Pacific states agreement on radioactive material transportation 

management.
43.200 Radioactive waste act.
43.205 High-level nuclear waste repository siting.
70.75A Firefighting agents and equipment—Toxic chemical use.
70.76 Polybrominated diphenyl ethers—Flame retardants.
70.93 Waste reduction, recycling, and model litter control act.
70.94 Washington clean air act.
70.95 Solid waste management—Reduction and recycling.
70.95A Pollution control—Municipal bonding authority.
70.95B Domestic waste treatment plants—Operators.
70.95C Waste reduction.
70.95D Solid waste incinerator and landfill operators.
70.95E Hazardous waste fees.
70.95F Labeling of plastics.
70.95G Packages containing metals and toxic chemicals.
70.95I Used oil recycling.
70.95J Municipal sewage sludge—Biosolids.
70.95K Biomedical waste.
70.95L Detergent phosphorus content.
70.95M Mercury.
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70.95N Electronic product recycling.
70.98 Nuclear energy and radiation.
70.99 Radioactive waste storage and transportation act of 1980.
70.102 Hazardous substance information.
70.103 Lead-based paint.
70.105 Hazardous waste management.
70.105D Hazardous waste cleanup—Model toxics control act.
70.105E Mixed radioactive and hazardous waste.
70.107 Noise control.
70.116 Public water system coordination act of 1977.
70.118 On-site sewage disposal systems.
70.118A On-site sewage disposal systems—Marine recovery areas.
70.118B Large on-site sewage disposal systems.
70.119 Public water supply systems—Operators.
70.119A Public water systems—Penalties and compliance.
70.120 Motor vehicle emission control.
70.120A Motor vehicle emission standards.
70.121 Mill tailings—Licensing and perpetual care.
70.132 Beverage containers.
70.138 Incinerator ash residue.
70.140 Area-wide soil contamination.
70.142 Chemical contaminants and water quality.
70.146 Water pollution control facilities financing.
70.148 Underground petroleum storage tanks.
70.149 Petroleum storage tank systems—Pollution liability protection act.
70.150 Water quality joint development act.
70.164 Low-income residential weatherization program.
70.220 Washington Academy of Sciences.
70.235 Limiting greenhouse gas emissions.
70.240 Children's safe products.
70.260 Energy efficiency improvements.
70.270 Replacement of lead wheel weights.
70.275 Mercury-containing lights—Proper disposal.
70.280 Bisphenol A—Restrictions on sale.
70.285 Brake friction material.
70.295 Stormwater pollution—Coal tar.
70.300 Recreational water vessels—Antifouling paints.
70.310 Labeling of building materials containing asbestos.
70.315 Water purveyors—Fire suppression water facilities.
70.325 Diesel emissions—Air pollution reduction.
70.355 Photovoltaic module stewardship and takeback program.
70.360 Plastic product degradability.
70.365 Toxic pollution.
70.370 Recycling development center.
70.375 Architectural paint stewardship program.
70.380 Plastic packaging—Evaluation and assessment.
90.76 Underground Storage Tanks. 
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Technical Corrections. 
Technical corrections are made to various provisions of the RCW pertaining to topics affected by 
the recodification.  These changes include: 
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amending outdated references to names of accounts created in statute, such as updating 
references the three accounts created under the Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA) in 
order to reflect the 2019 statutory reorganization and renaming of the MTCA accounts; 
updating or correcting references to statute numbers, such as a reference in the definitions 
section of the state Clean Air Act (CAA) to the section number of the CAA that addresses 
silvicultural burning; 
amending outdated references to state agency names, such as changing references to the 
Department of Community, Trade, and Economic Development to reflect the 
contemporary name of the Department of Commerce; 
reconciling a double-amended section of MTCA; and 
updating inaccurate references to administrative rules adopted by the Department of 
Ecology (Ecology), such as a reference in the paint stewardship law to Ecology's 
dangerous waste regulations. 

Other. 
The declared intent of the act is to make technical amendments, and any changes should not be 
interpreted to have substantive, policy implications. 

Administrative rules adopted by state agencies under recodified statutory authorities remain valid 
and are not affected by the recodification.  State agencies and local jurisdictions that have 
adopted rules or laws that reference recodified statutory authorities are encouraged to update the 
references by July 1, 2025.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 7, 2020.

Effective Date:  This bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill 
is passed, except for sections 1442 through 1446, pertaining to labeling of the degradability of 
products, which take effect July 1, 2020, and Section 1031, pertaining to the jurisdiction of the 
Pollution Control Hearings Board, which takes effect July 1, 2021.
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