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Brief Description: Providing longer notice of rent increases.

Sponsors: Representatives Robinson, Macri, Riccelli, Gregerson, Doglio, Tarleton, Kloba,
Frame, Jinkins, Morgan, Ortiz-Self and Ormsby.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Requires a landlord to provide a tenant at least 60 days' prior written notice of an
increase in rent.

Hearing Date: 2/5/19
Staff: Edie Adams (786-7180).
Background:

The Residential Landlord-Tenant Act (RLTA) regulates the creation of residential tenancies and
the relationship between landlords and tenants of residential dwelling units. The RLTA
establishes rights and duties of both tenants and landlords, procedures for the parties to enforce
their rights, and remedies for violations of the RLTA.

A rental agreement may establish a tenancy for a specified period of time (e.g., one year) or a
periodic tenancy (e.g., month to month). A tenancy for a specified time, also called a lease, is
terminated at the end of the specified period. A periodic tenancy is automatically renewed until
terminated by either the tenant or the landlord according to statutory notice requirements.

A landlord may change the rent price and other terms of the tenancy by providing all the affected
tenants with 30-day prior written notice of the change. A change in rent or other terms of the
tenancy becomes effective at the end of the rental term, or sooner with mutual consent.

A termination of tenancy is not a change of rule. A landlord or tenant may terminate a periodic
tenancy by providing written notice of termination at least 20 days prior to the end of the month.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Summary of Bill:

A landlord must provide each affected tenant a minimum of 60 days' prior written notice of an
increase in the amount of rent. A rent increase may not become effective before the end of the
term of the rental agreement.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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