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Brief Description:  Modifying definitions for alternative learning experience courses.

Sponsors:  Senators Wellman, Zeiger and Hasegawa; by request of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction.

Senate Committee on Early Learning & K-12 Education
House Committee on Education

Background:  Alternative-Learning Experience (ALE). ALE courses are courses with 
learning activities that occur either in part or wholly outside of a regular classroom setting.  
These courses may include components of direct instruction, and are supervised, monitored, 
assessed, evaluated, and documented by a certificated teacher employed by the school 
district.

All ALE coursework requires a written student learning plan (WSLP) that is implemented 
according to district policy and rules adopted by the Office of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction (OSPI).  Courses are categorized in relation to the total weekly time of the course, 
and the estimated average hours per week the student engages in learning activities in order 
to meet the requirements of the WSLP.

Districts must document student educational progress, and report annually to OSPI on course 
types and offerings, and the number of students participating in each.  Courses are 
categorized as online courses, remote courses, and site-based courses

Online Courses. Online courses are defined as an ALE course when more than half of the 
course content is delivered online or through computer-based methods.  Online course 
programs can enroll any student who lives in Washington State.  To do so, students must 
request a choice transfer that transfers education responsibility to the new school district.

Remote Courses. Remote courses are defined as those that are not online courses and where 
the student has in-person instructional contact time for less than 20 percent of the total 
weekly time for the course.  No minimum in-person instructional contact time is required.

Site-Based Courses. Site-based courses are ALE courses where the student has in-person 
instructional contact time for at least 20 percent of the weekly time for the course.

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Summary:  A remote course is defined as an ALE course where the WSLP does not include 
a requirement for in-person instructional time

A site-based course is defined as an ALE course where the WSLP includes a requirement for 
in-person instructional contact time.

Votes on Final Passage:  

Senate 46 0
House 98 0

Effective:  June 7, 2018
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