Washington State BILL
House of Representatives
Office of Programll)lesearch ANALYSIS
Transportation Committee

SB 6180

Brief Description: Defining the planting and harvest dates for purposes of exemptions for
agricultural transporters.

Sponsors: Senators Hobbs, Schoesler, Takko and King.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Defines the planting and harvest season for Washington as January 1 to December 31,
enabling the federal agricultural operations exemption from commercial motor
vehicle hour-of-service requirements to apply year round.

Hearing Date: 2/15/18
Staff: Jennifer Harris (786-7143).
Background:

Commercial motor vehicles are regulated at both the state and federal level. Under federal law,
commercial motor vehicle drivers are limited to certain drive-shift lengths, total driving time
during a drive shift, and total on-duty time over seven- or eight-day periods. Driver hours of
service are required to be recorded in a log book, which must be made available to law
enforcement officers upon request.

Under the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21), the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration was directed to adopt new rules requiring the use of an electronic
log device (ELD), which automatically records engine run times and hours of operation.
Electronic log device rules went into effect in December 2017.

There are a number of exemptions to both the federal hour-of-service rules and the record-of-
duty status (log book or new ELD) rules, including for agricultural operations. During a state's
defined planting and harvesting season, agricultural operations are exempted from both the hour-
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of-service rules and the requirement to keep a log book or ELD. Federal law allows each state to
define its planting and harvesting season.

Under current administrative rule, the Washington State Patrol has adopted most of the federal
motor carrier regulations for hours of service and record-of-duty status, and has defined the
planting and harvesting season for Washington as February 1 through November 30 of each year.
Summary of Bill:

The planting and harvesting season for Washington is defined as January 1 through December 31
of each year (rather than as February 1 through November 30, as under current administrative
rule) for the purpose of determining when the federal motor carrier regulation exception for
agricultural operations from hour-of-service rules apply.

As a result, the exception from work and driving hours applies year round to the transportation of
agricultural commodities, as well as to the transportation of farm supplies for agricultural
purposes, within a 150-air mile radius of the starting location.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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