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Brief Description:  Modifying write-in voting provisions.

Sponsors:  Senators Hunt, Zeiger and Kuderer.

Brief Summary of Bill

�

�

�

Requires write-in candidates to file declarations of candidacy by 8:00 p.m. on the day 
of the election rather than making it optional to file a declaration up to 18 days prior 
to the election.

Modifies the filing fee for write-in candidates depending on when the candidate files 
their declaration.

Modifies the process for counting write-in votes.

Hearing Date:  2/20/18

Staff:  Desiree Omli (786-7105).

Background: 

Declaration for Write-In candidates. 
Any person may file for an office as a write-in candidate after the closing of the filing period for 
elective offices.  Write-in candidates may, but are not required to, file a declaration of write-in 
candidacy for the office up to 18 days before the election.  A person may not file as a write-in 
candidate under the following conditions:

�

�

at a general election, the person attempting to file has filed as a write-in candidate for the 
same office or the person's name appeared on the ballot for the same office at the 
preceding primary;
the person attempting to file has already filed a valid write-in declaration for that primary 
or election;
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�

�

the name of the person attempting to file already appears on the ballot as a candidate for 
another office, other than precinct committee officer or a temporary elected position; or
the office filed for is committee precinct officer.

Write-in votes cast for write-in candidates who filed a declaration of candidacy need to only 
specify the name of the candidate in the appropriate location on the ballot. Write-in votes for 
other candidates must designate the office sought and position number, if the manner in which 
the write-in is done does not make the office or position clear.

A declaration for write-in candidates must be accompanied by the filing fee for that office.  The 
filing fee is either 1 percent of the annual salary for the office sought for any office with a fixed 
annual salary of more than $1,000, or $10 for any office with an annual salary of $1,000 or less.  
No filing fee is required for an office compensated on a per-diem or per-meeting-attended basis.

Counting Write-In Votes. 
No write-in vote may be rejected due to a variation in the name if the canvassing board can 
determine the voter's intent.  Write-in votes cast for an individual candidate for an office whose 
name does not already appear on the ballot is not tabulated unless the total number of votes and 
undervotes for the office is greater than the number of votes cast for the candidate apparently 
qualified to  appear on the ballot or elected.  Rules promulgated by the Secretary further specify 
that where there is only one candidate on the ballot in a primary, individual tallies for write-in 
candidates are required if the number of write-ins is greater than 1 percent of the total votes cast
for that office.

Write-in votes for an individual candidate whose name is already printed on the ballot for that 
same office are not tabulated unless the difference between the number of votes cast for the 
candidate apparently qualified to appear on the ballot or elected and the candidate receiving the 
next highest number of votes is less than the sum of the number of write-in votes cast for the 
office plus overvotes and undervotes, or a manual recount is conducted for that office. 

For write-in votes, for candidates for a statewide office or any office whose jurisdiction 
encompasses more than one county, that are not already required to be tabulated, the county 
auditor may otherwise determine when they must be tabulated.  Any abstract of votes must be 
modified to reflect the tabulation and certified by the canvassing board.  Tabulation of write-in 
votes may be performed simultaneously with a recount.

Other Provisions.
A ballot is invalid and no votes on the ballot may be counted if it is found folded together with 
another ballot.

Summary of Bill: 

Declaration of Write-In Candidacy. 
All write-in candidates are required to file a declaration of candidacy by 8:00 p.m. the night of 
the election.  Any person who files a declaration of write-in candidacy more than 18 days before 
a primary or general election is not required to pay a filing fee.  A person who files a declaration
of write-in candidacy 18 or fewer days before a primary or general election must pay a filing fee 
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of 1 percent of the office's annual salary if the annual salary is greater than $1,000, or a $25 
filing fee if the annual salary is $1,000 or less.

Counting Write-In Votes. 
Provisions relating to tabulation of votes for write-in candidates are modified.  Votes may not be 
counted for an individual write-in candidate who has not filed a declaration of write-in 
candidacy.  Votes must be individually tallied for write-in candidates who filed a declaration of 
candidacy, under the following conditions:

�

�

�

in a primary, if the name of only a single candidate appears on the ballot for an office, 
and the total number of write-in votes cast for that office exceeds 1 percent of the total 
number of votes cast for that office;
in a primary, if two or more candidates appear on the ballot for an office and the total 
number of write-in votes cast for that office exceeds the number of votes cast for the 
candidate with the second highest number of votes; and
in a general election, if the total number of write-in votes cast for an office exceeds the 
number of votes cast for the candidate apparently elected to that office.

No write-in vote for a declared write-in candidate may be rejected due to a variation in the name 
if the canvassing board can determine the voter's intent.  For write-in candidates for a statewide 
office, the requirement to modify the abstract of votes to reflect the tabulation of write-in ballots 
is removed, and the county canvassing board must instead certify write-in votes.  Additionally, 
tabulation of write-in votes may no longer be performed simultaneously with a recount. 

Other Provisions.
The provision invalidating a ballot and prohibiting any votes on that ballot from being counted if 
it is found folded together with another ballot is removed.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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