HOUSE BILL REPORT
SB 5736

As Reported by House Committee On:
Appropriations

Title: An act relating to the expansion of nutrition programs for older adults.
Brief Description: Concerning the expansion of nutrition programs for older adults.

Sponsors: Senators Brown, Palumbo, Keiser, Rossi, Frockt, Braun, Bailey, Hasegawa and
Rolfes.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:
Appropriations: 3/13/17, 3/23/17 [DP].

Brief Summary of Bill
* Expands the home-delivered meals program for older adults.

* Establishes criteria that must be considered for the distribution of expansion
funding.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 29 members: Representatives Ormsby, Chair;
Robinson, Vice Chair; Chandler, Ranking Minority Member; MacEwen, Assistant Ranking
Minority Member; Stokesbary, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Bergquist, Buys,
Caldier, Cody, Fitzgibbon, Hansen, Harris, Hudgins, Jinkins, Kagi, Lytton, Manweller,
Nealey, Pettigrew, Pollet, Sawyer, Schmick, Senn, Springer, Stanford, Tharinger, Vick, Volz
and Wilcox.

Minority Report: Do not pass. Signed by 3 members: Representatives Condotta, Haler and
Taylor.

Staff: Mary Mulholland (786-7391).

Background:

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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The federal Older Americans Act (OAA) was passed in 1965. The OAA created, or
improved, programs to help older persons. The programs included, but were not limited to,
community planning, research, transportation, homecare, legal aid, family caregiver support,
and health promotion. The OAA also established nutrition programs for older adults.
Congregate meals provide nutritious food for older adults, while at the same time allowing an
opportunity for social contact. Home-delivered meals provide nutritious food for older adults
who have difficulty leaving their home environment. In Washington, the Department of
Social and Health Services (DSHS) contracts with the Area Agencies on Aging to administer
the programs authorized by the OAA, including nutrition programs.

Each biennium, the home-delivered meals program in Washington serves approximately
12,000 clients at a cost of $6 million. Federal funds from the OAA cover roughly 95 percent
of the cost for the home-delivered meals program. State funding covers the remaining cost of
the program.

Summary of Bill:

The DSHS is directed to expand the home-delivered meals program for older adults. The
extent of the expansion will depend on funding specifically appropriated for this purpose. At
least 65 percent of the expansion must be distributed to existing providers. Up to 25 percent
of the expansion may be distributed through a competitive grant process to expand the
program to areas not presently being served. Up to 5 percent of the expansion may be used
for DSHS administration, monitoring of grants, and providing technical assistance to new
providers.

The DSHS must establish criteria for awarding competitive grants. The criteria must include
expanding service into areas with the greatest need to assist low-income homebound older
adults, and areas where older adults have limited access to community support services and
facilities. The criteria must also consider the need for geographic diversity between rural and
urban areas.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the
bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:
(In support) A home-delivered meal may be the only human contact that some older folks

receive a couple times a week. Volunteers who deliver meals catch little things, such as
noticing that an older individual is not eating as often as they should, and can take action
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such as by alerting a neighbor. Home-delivered meal programs in rural and underserved
areas will be expanded.

(Opposed) None.
Persons Testifying: Senator Brown, prime sponsor.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: None.
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