
Washington State
House of Representatives
Office of Program Research

BILL
ANALYSIS

Education Committee 

SSB 5641
Brief Description:  Changing nomenclature for first-class and second-class school districts.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Early Learning & K-12 Education (originally sponsored by 
Senators Keiser and Honeyford).

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

� Modifies school district nomenclature by changing statutory references to:  (1) 
"districts of the first class" or "first class districts" to "class one" districts; and (2) 
"districts of the second class" or "second class districts" to "class two" districts.

Hearing Date:  3/13/17

Staff:  Ethan Moreno (786-7386).

Background: 

The Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI) is responsible for the classification and 
numbering system of school districts.  Any school district in the state that has a student 
enrollment in its public schools of 2,000 or more students, as shown by evidence acceptable to 
the Educational Service District (ESD) superintendent and the SPI, is a school district of the first
class.  School districts with fewer than 2,000 students are school district of the second class.  
In the 2016-17 school year, 105 of Washington's 295 districts were classified as districts of the 
first class.  These districts enrolled more than 89 percent of the statewide student population.

While school districts of the first class and the second class are largely bound by the same 
governance and operational requirements, some statutory and rule requirements, including 
certain provisions governing school district boards of directors, apply only to one classification 
type.

Summary of Bill: 

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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School district nomenclature provisions are modified by changing statutory references as 
follows:

�

�

references to "districts of the first class" or "first class districts" are changed to "class 
one" districts; and 
references to "districts of the second class" or "second class districts" are changed to 
"class two" districts.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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